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OVERVIEW

This section of the Catechism presents the Lord's Prayer (the 'Our Father') not merely as a model for personal
devotion, but as the 'summary of the whole Gospel' and the central prayer of the Church's liturgical life. It
emphasizes that the prayer is rooted in the sacraments of initiation—Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. The
text breaks down the seven petitions of the prayer, interpreting them through a distinctly sacramental and
ecclesial lens. For instance, 'daily bread' is explicitly interpreted as the Eucharist, and the 'Kingdom' is
viewed as present now in the Eucharistic celebration. The text asserts that God's Fatherhood is revealed by the
Son and that believers are adopted as children of God through Baptism. It places a heavy emphasis on the
communal nature of the prayer ('Our' Father), rejecting individualism. Furthermore, it introduces strict
conditions for receiving divine mercy, stating that God's forgiveness cannot penetrate the heart unless the
believer first forgives others. The section concludes with a focus on spiritual warfare against a personal
Satan, referencing the Virgin Mary's victory over the dragon as a prototype for the Church's deliverance.

KEY FIGURES

God the Father, Jesus Christ, The Holy Spirit, The Virgin Mary (The New Eve), Satan (The Evil One), Moses,
Abraham

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. SACRAMENTAL ADOPTION

Assertion: Adoption as God's children occurs specifically through the sacrament of Baptism, which incorporates
the believer into the Body of Christ.

"We can adore the Father because he has caused us to be reborn to his life by adopting us as his children in his only Son:
by Baptism, he incorporates us into the Body of his Christ (2782)."

Evangelical Comparison: The Catechism explicitly links the ontological change of becoming a child of God to the
water of Baptism ('In this Son, through Baptism, we are incorporated and adopted' - 2798). In contrast,
Evangelical theology asserts that the Holy Spirit effects regeneration and adoption at the moment of saving
faith, with baptism serving as an outward sign of this inward reality rather than the instrumental cause of it.
This creates a fundamental divergence on how one enters the family of God.

2. EUCHARISTIC INTERPRETATION OF DAILY BREAD

Assertion: The petition for 'daily bread' refers not only to material needs but specifically and primarily to
the Body of Christ in the Eucharist.

"Taken literally (epi-ousios: 'super-essential'), it refers directly to the Bread of Life, the Body of Christ... For this
reason it is fitting for the Eucharistic liturgy to be celebrated each day (2837)."

Evangelical Comparison: The text leverages the Greek term 'epiousios' to argue for a 'super-essential' meaning,
directly identifying the bread with the 'Body of Christ received in the Eucharist' (2835). While Evangelicals
acknowledge Christ as the Bread of Life, they generally view the Lord's Prayer petition as a request for God's
providential care over physical needs (Matthew 6:11 context) or general spiritual sustenance, rather than a
dogmatic reference to the transubstantiated elements of the Mass.

3. CONDITIONAL FORGIVENESS

Assertion: God's forgiveness of the believer is contingent upon the believer's forgiveness of others; the heart
is impervious to mercy if it refuses to forgive.

"Now - and this is daunting - this outpouring of mercy cannot penetrate our hearts as long as we have not forgiven those
who have trespassed against us (2840)."

Evangelical Comparison: The text describes a 'strict requirement' (2838) where the efficacy of God's mercy is
blocked by human unwillingness to forgive. It states, 'our petition will not be heard unless we have first met a



strict requirement.' Evangelical soteriology views this as a reversal of the Gospel order; while an unforgiving
spirit is a sign of spiritual sickness, the judicial forgiveness of sins (Justification) is based solely on
Christ's finished work, not the believer's interpersonal performance.

4. MARIAN VICTORY AND IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Assertion: Mary, as the New Eve, was preserved from sin and death, and the prayer for deliverance from evil is
linked to her victory.

"The new Eve, 'full of grace' of the Holy Spirit, is preserved from sin and the corruption of death (the Immaculate
Conception and the Assumption...)... Then the dragon was angry with the woman (2853)."

Evangelical Comparison: The text interprets Revelation 12 through a Marian dogma lens, asserting her
preservation from 'sin and the corruption of death.' It implies that the victory over the 'prince of this world'
is shared or exemplified by Mary's unique status. Evangelical theology maintains that Jesus alone is the sinless
conqueror of Satan and that Mary, while blessed, was a sinner saved by grace who does not play a mediatorial
role in the deliverance from evil.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: While both traditions revere the Lord's Prayer, the Catechism embeds it within a sacramental
system that is foreign to Evangelicalism. The text asserts that adoption happens via Baptism (works/ritual)
rather than faith alone. Furthermore, the interpretation of 'forgive us as we forgive' as a strict condition for
receiving mercy introduces a works-based element to justification/maintenance of salvation. Finally, the
insertion of Marian dogmas (Immaculate Conception) into the narrative of deliverance from evil creates a
significant Christological and Mariological rift.

Shared Values:

God is Father; Jesus is the Son of God; Necessity of prayer; Existence of Satan/Evil; Call to holiness; Concern
for the poor

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Gratia / Sola Fide — Forgiveness is conditional on human action (forgiving others), implying
grace is not entirely free but contingent on performance.

2. [Major] Sola Fide — Adoption is tied to the ritual of Baptism rather than faith alone.

3. [Minor] Sola Scriptura — Reinterprets 'daily bread' through a later sacramental lens not explicit in the
text.

4. [Major] Solus Christus — Attributes victory over the dragon and sinlessness to Mary (Immaculate Conception),
obscuring Christ's unique role.

Semantic Warnings:

"Daily Bread"
In Text: The Body of Christ in the Eucharist (Super-essential bread).
Evangelical: Physical sustenance or spiritual nourishment via God's Word.

Example: When a Catholic prays for 'daily bread,' they are often thinking of the Mass; an Evangelical is thinking of
provision for needs.

"Adoption"
In Text: A state entered into through the sacrament of Baptism.
Evangelical: A legal and relational standing granted immediately upon faith in Christ (John 1:12).

Example: The text says 'by Baptism, he incorporates us... adopting us' (2782).

"Saints"
In Text: Those in heaven, specifically the 'all-holy Mother of God' whose intercession is sought.
Evangelical: All believers in Christ, living or dead (Ephesians 1:1).

Example: The text refers to communion with the 'all-holy Mother of God and all the saints' (2827).



SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Adoption as sons, participation in the divine nature, and deliverance from the Evil One.

How Attained: Through Baptism (initial), Eucharist (sustenance), and 'continual conversion' including the work
of forgiving others.

Basis of Assurance: Based on 'filial trust' but limited by the warning that mercy is blocked if we fail to
forgive.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Explicitly denies Sola Fide by stating 'our petition will not be heard unless we have
first met a strict requirement' (2838) and linking life to the 'medicine of immortality' (Eucharist) rather than
faith alone.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Cleanse hearts of false images of God (2779)

2. Forgive enemies to receive God's forgiveness (2840)

3. Pray the Lord's Prayer (2773)

4. Exercise responsibility toward the poor (2831)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Participate in the Eucharist daily or frequently (implied by 'daily bread' interpretation in 2837)

2. Submit to the Church's liturgical structure (2776)

3. Maintain 'vigilance of heart' against temptation (2849)

Ritual Requirements:

1. Baptism (for adoption)

2. Eucharist (as the 'daily bread')

3. Divine Office (Lord's Prayer is integral to it)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. When you pray 'give us this day our daily bread,' do you see that as a request for God to provide for your
needs, or specifically for the Eucharist?

2. The text says God's mercy 'cannot penetrate our hearts' unless we forgive others first. How do you handle the
fear that you might not have forgiven someone enough to be saved?

3. If adoption happens at Baptism, how does personal faith play a role in your relationship with God as Father?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Father Hunger — Everyone has a longing for a perfect Father. The Gospel offers this not through ritual
purification, but through the immediate adoption received by faith in the Son. [Romans 8:15]

2. Deliverance from Evil — We all feel the oppression of evil. Christ disarmed these powers at the Cross,
triumphing over them, giving us victory now, not just in the future. [Colossians 2:15]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Fear / Uncertainty [Severe] — The teaching that God's forgiveness is blocked if the believer fails to forgive
others creates a terrifying uncertainty. A believer can never be sure if they have forgiven 'from the depths
of the heart' enough to secure their own pardon.

2. Ritual Dependence [Moderate] — By defining 'daily bread' as the Eucharist and adoption as Baptismal, the
believer is tethered to the institution for their spiritual life and identity, rather than having direct
access to God through faith.



EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Revelation from the Son, illuminated by the Spirit, and transmitted through the Church's
liturgy and sacraments.

Verification Method: Participation in the sacraments and the 'consensus of the faithful' (implied in the 'Our'
of the Church).

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelical epistemology relies on the illumination of the Spirit through the written Word
(2 Timothy 3:16), independent of a magisterial hierarchy or sacramental system.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin typical edition)

Authorship: Promulgated by Pope John Paul II; drafted by a commission.

Textual Issues: The text relies on the Greek term 'epiousios' (daily/super-essential) to justify the Eucharistic
interpretation, a linguistic debate that is historically complex.


