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OVERVIEW

This section of the Catechism presents a theological and historical exposition of the Lord's Prayer (Oratio
Dominica). It begins by harmonizing the accounts of Matthew and Luke, noting the Church's liturgical preference
for the Matthean text. The text elevates the prayer beyond a mere recitation, describing it as the 'summary of
the whole Gospel' (Tertullian) and the center of the Sermon on the Mount. Crucially, the Catechism tethers the
prayer's full meaning to the sacramental life of the Church: it is 'handed on' in Baptism and Confirmation as a
sign of new birth, and it finds its 'full meaning and efficacy' within the Eucharistic liturgy. The text asserts
that while Jesus provided the words, the Holy Spirit is required to make them 'spirit and life' within the
believer. It concludes by framing the prayer eschatologically, as a petition of the 'end-time' that looks
forward to the Lord's return while relying on the salvation already accomplished by Christ.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. LITURGICAL PRIMACY OF THE LORD'S PRAYER

Assertion: The Lord's Prayer is essentially rooted in liturgical prayer and finds its full efficacy in the
Eucharistic liturgy.

"In the Eucharistic liturgy the Lord's Prayer appears as the prayer of the whole Church and there reveals its full meaning
and efficacy. (Para 2770)"

Evangelical Comparison: While Evangelicals highly value the Lord's Prayer as a model (Matthew 6:9) and often
recite it corporately, they reject the notion that its 'full meaning and efficacy' are dependent on the
Eucharistic liturgy. For the Evangelical, the prayer is fully effective when prayed in faith by a believer in a
closet (Matthew 6:6) just as much as in a congregation. The Catechism, however, ties the prayer's deepest
reality to the sacramental 'Banquet of the kingdom,' suggesting a hierarchy of prayer where liturgical
participation is superior to private devotion.

2. SACRAMENTAL INITIATION (TRADITIO)

Assertion: The 'handing on' of the Lord's Prayer in Baptism/Confirmation signifies new birth.

"In Baptism and Confirmation, the handing on (traditio) of the Lord's Prayer signifies new birth into the divine life.
(Para 2769)"

Evangelical Comparison: The Catechism describes a ritual process ('traditio') where the prayer is given to
catechumens as part of their initiation. It claims that the 'seal of the Holy Spirit's anointing' allows them to
pray it. Evangelicals hold that the Holy Spirit indwells the believer at the moment of justification by faith
(Ephesians 1:13), independent of a formal liturgical ceremony or the ritual reception of the Lord's Prayer. The
ability to call God 'Father' is a result of adoption by faith (Galatians 3:26), not a liturgical rite.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Partial

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the mediation of grace. Paragraph 2771 contains a strong
affirmation of the Evangelical view: 'salvation already accomplished, once for all, in Christ.' However, the
surrounding context (2769-2770) places the access to this reality within the 'Eucharistic liturgy' and the
'handing on' of Baptism. For the Catholic, the Lord's Prayer is a liturgical tool that 'knocks at the door' of
the Kingdom via the Mass. For the Evangelical, the veil is already torn (Matthew 27:51), and the believer has
boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 10:19) without the necessity of a liturgical
mediator or specific ritual context.



Shared Values:

The Lord's Prayer is the model for all Christian prayer.; God is Father (Abba).; Salvation was accomplished
'once for all' in Christ (Para 2771).; The Holy Spirit is necessary for true prayer.; Hope in the Second Coming.

Friction Points:
1. [Major] Universal Priesthood — Restricts the 'full meaning' of the prayer to the Eucharistic assembly
presided over by a priest.

2. [Minor] Sola Scriptura — Elevates liturgical additions (doxologies from Didache/Constitutions) and patristic
interpretation to a normative level.

3. [Major] Sola Fide — Implies that the ability to pray as a child of God is contingent on the 'seal' of
Baptism/Confirmation rather than faith alone.

Semantic Warnings:

"Traditio (Handing on)"
In Text: The liturgical act of entrusting the Lord's Prayer to catechumens/neophytes.
Evangelical: Usually refers to the transmission of the Gospel message itself (1 Corinthians 15:3) or negative 'traditions
of men' (Mark 7:8).

Example: In this text, 'traditio' is a ritual step in becoming Catholic; in Evangelicalism, receiving the truth is a
cognitive and spiritual act of faith.

"Efficacy"
In Text: The power of the prayer to produce results, specifically linked here to the Eucharistic liturgy.
Evangelical: The effectiveness of prayer based on the righteousness of Christ and the will of God (James 5:16).

Example: The text claims the prayer reveals its 'full efficacy' in the Mass; Evangelicals believe its efficacy is constant
for the believer in any setting.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: New birth into divine life (2769), salvation accomplished once for all (2771), awaiting the
Second Coming.

How Attained: Implied through the 'new birth' of Baptism/Confirmation (2769) and participation in the Eucharist
(2770).

Basis of Assurance: The 'seal of the Holy Spirit's anointing' indelibly placed during the sacraments.

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text links the status of 'new-born' to the ritual of Baptism/Confirmation (Para
2769). Evangelicalism links new birth to the reception of Christ by faith (John 1:12), apart from ritual works.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Pray the Lord's Prayer (implied as 'fundamental Christian prayer')

2. Do not repeat the prayer mechanically (Para 2766)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Participate in the Eucharistic liturgy to experience the prayer's 'full meaning'

2. Align personal desires with the petitions of the Lord's Prayer

3. Receive the prayer through the Church's sacramental instruction (catechumenate)

Ritual Requirements:

1. Recitation of the Lord's Prayer within the Eucharistic liturgy (between anaphora and communion)

2. Reception of the prayer during Baptism/Confirmation preparation (Traditio)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:



1. The text says the 'rightness of our life... will depend on the rightness of our prayer.' How do you handle
the pressure of ensuring your prayer is 'right' enough?

2. Paragraph 2771 says salvation is 'already accomplished, once for all.' If that is true, why does the text
also say we need the Eucharist to 'knock at the door' of the Kingdom?

3. Do you feel you can pray the Lord's Prayer effectively when you are alone, or does it feel more powerful to
you during the Mass?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The cry of 'Abba! Father!' — This represents the universal human longing for intimacy with the Divine. The
Gospel answers this not with a ritual, but with adoption. [Romans 8:15]

2. Groaning for the End-Time — The text acknowledges the brokenness of the world and the desire for Christ's
return. This shared hope is a bridge to discuss the certainty of salvation. [Romans 8:22-23]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance/Perfectionism [Moderate] — The statement 'the rightness of our life in him will depend on the
rightness of our prayer' (2764) creates a heavy burden. It suggests that spiritual failure in life is caused
by a failure in prayer technique or quality, leading to introspection and guilt.

2. Dependency on Institution [Moderate] — By tying the 'full efficacy' of the prayer to the Eucharist, the
believer may feel their private prayer life is second-class or insufficient without the Church's liturgy.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Scripture interpreted through Liturgical Tradition and Patristic teaching (Tertullian,
Augustine).

Verification Method: Adherence to the Church's liturgical forms and the 'consensus' of the Fathers.

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelical epistemology relies on the illumination of the Spirit through the written Word
alone (Psalm 119:105, 1 Corinthians 2:12-13), rather than the 'handing on' of tradition or liturgical evolution.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Catechism), citing texts from 1st-4th Centuries.

Authorship: John Paul II (Promulgator).

Textual Issues: Acknowledges the difference between Matthew (7 petitions) and Luke (5 petitions). Admits the
doxology is not in the original Gospel text but from the Didache.


