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OVERVIEW

This section of the Catechism explores the nature of faith, defining it etymologically and theologically as
'obedience' (ob-audire, to hear or listen). It posits that faith is not merely intellectual assent but a free
submission to God, who is Truth itself. The text establishes a historical continuity of this faith, beginning
with Abraham, who is presented as the 'father of all who believe' due to his willingness to follow God into the
unknown and offer his son Isaac. However, the text transitions from the 0ld Testament witness to the New
Testament, culminating in a distinctively Catholic emphasis on the Virgin Mary. While Jesus is acknowledged as
the 'pioneer and perfecter' of faith (citing Hebrews), Mary is elevated as the 'most perfect embodiment' of the
obedience of faith. The text asserts that Mary's faith 'never wavered,' even at the crucifixion, and establishes
her as an object of veneration for the Church as the 'purest realization of faith.' This moves the reader from a
biblical definition of faith into a Mariological application that sets Mary apart as a unique exemplar of
spiritual perfection.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH

Assertion: Faith is defined as freely submitting to the word heard, because its truth is guaranteed by God.

"To obey... in faith is to submit freely to the word that has been heard... Abraham is the model of such obedience... the
Virgin Mary is its most perfect embodiment. (144)"

Evangelical Comparison: The definition of faith as 'obedience' (submission to God's revelation) is consistent
with Evangelical theology, which views faith not just as intellectual assent but as active trust (fiducia). Both
traditions cite Abraham as the primary scriptural example. However, the doctrine diverges significantly when it
posits Mary as the 'most perfect embodiment.' Evangelicals view Jesus alone as the perfecter of faith (Hebrews
12:2) and see Mary as a faithful, yet fallible, recipient of grace. The Catholic assertion implies a qualitative
difference in Mary's faith (sinless perfection) compared to other believers.

2. MARIAN PERFECTION OF FAITH

Assertion: Mary's faith never wavered throughout her life, making her the purest realization of faith.

"Throughout her life and until her last ordeal... Mary's faith never wavered... the Church venerates in Mary the purest
realization of faith. (149)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text claims Mary's faith ‘'never wavered,' a statement not found in Scripture.
Evangelicals uphold that Christ alone was without sin or spiritual faltering (Hebrews 4:15). While Mary is
blessed and faithful, attributing 'unwavering' perfection to her attributes a divine-like stability to a human
creature. This doctrine supports the Catholic practice of veneration, which Evangelicals reject as detracting
from the exclusive glory due to God.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Partial

Theological Gap: While the section on Abraham is largely compatible with Evangelical theology, the section on
Mary introduces a fundamental incompatibility. By asserting Mary's faith was 'perfect' and 'unwavering,' the
Catechism places her in a category distinct from the rest of humanity, bordering on the attributes of Christ.
Evangelicalism maintains a strict Creator/creature distinction where all humans (including Mary) are sinners
saved by grace (Romans 3:23). The text's move to 'venerate' Mary based on this perfection violates the
Evangelical principle of Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God Alone). Furthermore, the definition of faith as
'obedience' (while biblically rooted) is often the starting point in Catholic theology for a soteriology that



blends faith and works (justification by faithfulness), whereas Evangelicals carefully distinguish faith as the
instrument of justification from obedience as the fruit.

Shared Values:

Faith defined as trust and obedience; Abraham as a father of faith; Jesus as the pioneer and perfecter of faith;
The Bible as a source of truth; God's omnipotence ('nothing will be impossible')

Friction Points:
1. [Major] Sola Scriptura — The claim that Mary's faith 'never wavered' is not found in the Bible.
2. [Major] Christology (Uniqueness of Christ) — Elevating Mary to 'perfect embodiment' obscures Christ's unique
role as the only sinless human and the only perfecter of faith.

3. [Critical] Soli Deo Gloria — Directs religious veneration toward a human creature (Mary) rather than God
alone.

Semantic Warnings:

"Obedience of Faith"

In Text: Free submission to the word; the act of believing itself is an act of obedience.
Evangelical: Evangelicals agree faith involves obedience to the command to believe, but distinguish this from ‘'works of
obedience' that merit salvation.

Example: In this text, Mary's 'obedience' is the reason she is blessed; in Evangelicalism, she is blessed by grace through
faith.

"Venerates"

In Text: To regard with great respect; a specific religious honor paid to saints (dulia/hyperdulia) distinct from worship
(latria).

Evangelical: Evangelicals generally view religious veneration of humans as indistinguishable from worship and a violation
of the first commandment.

Example: The Church 'venerates' Mary (CCC 149) vs. 'Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy'’
(Rev 19:10).

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Implicitly linked to 'righteousness' (via Abraham) and 'blessedness' (via Mary).
How Attained: Through the 'obedience of faith'—submitting to God's word.

Basis of Assurance: The text implies assurance comes from the 'guarantee' of God who is Truth, but the focus on
human obedience (Mary's unwavering nature) shifts the focus to the believer's performance.

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text cites Romans 4:3 ('reckoned as righteousness'), which is the proof-text for
Sola Fide. However, by defining faith primarily as 'obedience' and using Mary's perfection as the model, it
leans toward a faith-formed-by-love (fides caritate formata) view rather than forensic justification.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Submit freely to the word that has been heard

2. Believe that with God nothing will be impossible

Implicit Obligations:

1. Model one's faith after Abraham and Mary

2. Accept the Church's interpretation of Mary's internal spiritual state
Ritual Requirements:

1. Veneration of Mary (implied by 'the Church venerates in Mary')

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:



The text says Mary's faith 'never wavered.' How do you interpret moments like Mark 3:21 where Jesus' family
thought He was 'out of his mind'?

If Mary is the 'most perfect embodiment' of faith, how does that change how we view Jesus as the 'perfecter'
of our faith?

Do you feel pressure to have 'unwavering' faith like Mary, or do you find comfort in the struggles of figures
like the father who said, 'I believe, help my unbelief'?

Redemptive Analogies:

1.

2.

The Journey into the Unknown — Just as Abraham left his old life for a promise he couldn't see, the Gospel
calls us to leave our reliance on works/self to trust in Christ's finished work. [Hebrews 11:8-10]

Submission to the Word — True saving faith is surrendering our efforts and accepting God's verdict (we are
sinners) and God's solution (Christ is Savior). [Luke 1:38]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Perfectionism / Idealization [Moderate] — By presenting Mary as a human who 'never wavered,' the text sets an
unattainable standard for the believer. If the 'purest realization' of faith is perfection, the believer's
own wavering feels like a disqualifying failure rather than a human struggle met by grace.

2. Comparison / inadequacy [Moderate] — The believer is invited to compare their faith not just to Jesus (who is
God), but to Mary (a human). Failing to match her ‘'unwavering' standard creates a sense of spiritual
inadequacy that cannot be resolved by appealing to shared humanity.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Revelation (God's word) received through hearing and guaranteed by God's nature as Truth.

Verification Method: Reliance on the Church's testimony regarding the 'perfect' nature of Mary's faith.

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelicals verify truth claims by testing them against Scripture (Acts 17:11). The claim
of Mary's unwavering perfection cannot be verified by Scripture, requiring an epistemological reliance on Chuzrch
authority.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM
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