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OVERVIEW

This extensive excerpt from the Catechism of the Catholic Church provides a systematic theological exposition of
'God the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth.' It begins by establishing the Trinity as the central
mystery of the Christian faith, distinguishing between 'Theology' (God's inmost 1life) and 'Economy' (God's
works). It affirms the Nicene definition of the Trinity, including the 'Filioque' (procession of the Spirit from
Father and Son). The text proceeds to a robust defense of Creation, asserting God created the universe 'out of
nothing' (ex nihilo) freely and with wisdom, rejecting pantheism, dualism, and deism. It details the existence
and role of angels as spiritual creatures who serve Christ and the Church, explicitly endorsing their
veneration. Regarding humanity, the text defines man as a unity of body and soul, created in the image of God.
It addresses the problem of evil through the lens of the Fall, defining Original Sin not as a personal fault of
descendants but as a deprivation of original holiness transmitted by propagation. It asserts that human nature
is wounded but not totally corrupted. The section concludes with the 'Protoevangelium' (Genesis 3:15),
identifying Christ as the New Adam and Mary as the New Eve who was preserved from all sin.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

Assertion: God is one substance in three distinct persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit); this is the central
mystery of the faith.

"The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in three persons, the 'consubstantial Trinity'. (Para 253)"

Evangelical Comparison: The Catechism affirms classic Nicene Trinitarianism, which is fully consistent with
Evangelical theology. It emphasizes the consubstantiality of the persons and their distinct relations. A minor
historical divergence is noted regarding the 'Filioque' clause (Spirit proceeding from Father *andx Son), which
the text defends against Eastern Orthodox objections, aligning with Western Evangelical tradition.

2. REMISSION OF ORIGINAL SIN VIA BAPTISM
Assertion: Baptism erases original sin and turns a man back towards God.

"Baptism, by imparting the life of Christ's grace, erases original sin and turns a man back towards God... (Para 405)"

Evangelical Comparison: While Evangelicals view baptism as an outward sign of an inward grace received by faith,
the Catechism explicitly states that the ritual itself 'erases original sin.' This attributes salvific efficacy
to the sacrament (ex opere operato) rather than solely to faith in Christ's finished work, creating a friction
with Sola Fide.

3. IMMACULATE CONCEPTION / MARY AS NEW EVE

Assertion: Mary was preserved from all stain of original sin and is the 'New Eve' who benefits uniquely from
Christ's victory.

"Mary benefited first of all and uniquely from Christ's victory over sin: she was preserved from all stain of original
sin... (Para 411)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts the dogma of the Immaculate Conception (that Mary was conceived without
original sin). Evangelicals reject this as unbiblical, arguing that 'all have sinned' (Romans 3:23) includes
Mary. The text's typology of Mary as the 'New Eve' parallels Christ as the 'New Adam,' elevating her role in the
economy of salvation beyond what Evangelicals accept.

4. VENERATION OF ANGELS

Assertion: The Church venerates angels and invokes their assistance in liturgy.



"The Church venerates the angels who help her on her earthly pilgrimage... (Para 352)"

Evangelical Comparison: While both traditions believe in the existence of angels, the Catechism explicitly
endorses 'venerating' them and invoking their aid in prayer (Para 335). Evangelicals view this as infringing on
the sole mediatorship of Christ (1 Timothy 2:5) and bordering on idolatry (Colossians 2:18).

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Partial

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the mechanism of grace application. For the Evangelical, grace is
immediate through faith in Christ. For the Catholic position presented here, grace is mediated. Original sin is
removed via the ritual of Baptism (Para 405), and spiritual help is mediated through angels (Para 336) and the
Church's liturgy. Additionally, the elevation of Mary to a sinless status (Para 411) creates a barrier to the
Evangelical understanding of universal human depravity and the unique sinlessness of Christ.

Shared Values:

Trinitarian Monotheism; Creation ex nihilo; Sanctity of Human Life (Imago Dei); Reality of Satan and Demons;
Historical Fall of Man; Sovereignty of God (Providence)

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Fide — Salvation (remission of sin) is tied to the work/ritual of Baptism rather than faith
alone.

2. [Major] Sola Scriptura — Dogmas like the Immaculate Conception and Angelic Veneration are derived from
Tradition/Councils, not explicit Scripture.

3. [Major] Solus Christus — Encourages prayer to and reliance on angels, obscuring the sole mediatorship of
Christ.

Semantic Warnings:

"Baptism"
In Text: A sacrament that erases original sin and turns a man back to God (Regenerative).

Evangelical: An ordinance symbolizing the believer's identification with Christ's death and zresurrection
(Symbolic/Covenantal).

Example: In Para 405, Baptism is the agent that 'erases original sin,' whereas in Romans 6:3-4, it is a burial with Christ
following faith.

"Tradition"

In Text: The living transmission of the message of the Gospel in the Church, authoritative alongside Scripture.
Evangelical: Often used negatively in the NT (Mark 7:8) regarding human zrules; positively only regarding apostolic
teaching recorded in Scripture.

Example: The text cites the 'unanimity of Tradition' (Para 328) as proof for angels, granting it evidentiary weight equal
to Scripture.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Restoration of the image of God, remission of original sin, and entry into the unity of the
Trinity.

How Attained: Initiated by Baptism (Para 405), maintained through cooperation with grace and the Church.

Basis of Assurance: Confidence is placed in the objective efficacy of the Sacraments and the Church's teaching,
rather than subjective assurance of salvation.

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text does not mention justification by faith alone. It emphasizes the 'grace of
Baptism' as the remedy for the Fall.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Confess the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit).



2. Respect the laws of creation and the environment (Para 339, 346).

3. Trust in Divine Providence (Para 305, 322).

4. Work as a collaboration with God (Para 378).

Implicit Obligations:

1. Accept the Church's interpretation of Scripture and Tradition.

2. Participate in the liturgical life (Easter Vigil, Feasts) (Para 281).

3. Venerate angels and saints (Para 335, 352).

Ritual Requirements:

1. Baptism (in the name of the Trinity) for the remission of original sin (Para 232, 405).

2. Liturgical worship (Eucharist/Mass implied in Para 335).

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The Catechism mentions that Baptism 'erases original sin' (Para 405). How does that relate to the thief on
the cross who wasn't baptized but was promised Paradise?

2. I noticed the text says Mary was preserved from all stain of original sin (Para 411). How do you reconcile
that with Mary calling God her 'Savior' in Luke 1:47?

3. The text encourages asking angels for help (Para 335). Do you feel that going through angels is necessary
when Hebrews 4:16 says we can approach the throne of grace with confidence through Jesus?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Fatherhood of God — This deep longing for a perfect Father is fulfilled in the adoption we zreceive
through Christ. [Romans 8:15 (Abba, Father)]

2. The Protoevangelium (First Gospel) — The promise that the seed of the woman would crush the serpent's head is
the first promise of the Gospel, fulfilled on the Cross. [Genesis 3:15 / Galatians 4:4]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Uncertainty/Dependency [Moderate] — The believer is dependent on the Church's rituals (Baptism) to remove the
stain of sin, rather than resting in the finished work of Christ. This creates a burden of ensuring valid
sacramental participation.

2. Intellectual Surrender [Moderate] — The believer must accept complex dogmatic formulations (Councils,
Filioque, Immaculate Conception) as necessary for faith, rather than the simplicity of the Gospel message.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Divine Revelation (Scripture/Tradition) confirmed by the Church; Natural Reason is also valid
for knowing God exists.

Verification Method: Adherence to the Creeds (Nicene, Apostles', Athanasian) and the teaching authority of the
Chuzrch.

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelicals zrely on the illumination of the Holy Spirit through Scripture alone (1
Corinthians 2:12-13), whereas this text requires the Church's formulation (Councils) to fully articulate and
safeguard truth.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin typical edition).

Authorship: Promulgated by Pope John Paul II; drafted by a commission led by Joseph Ratzinger (later Benedict
XVI).

Textual Issues: The text relies on the Latin Vulgate and Septuagint traditions for some interpretations (e.g.,
Deuterocanonical citations like Wisdom).



