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OVERVIEW

Paragraph 1020 of the Catechism serves as an introduction to the Christian view of death, specifically within
the context of the 'Last Rites.' It articulates a theology where the dying believer actively 'unites his own
death to that of Jesus,' viewing mortality not as a finality but as a transition. Crucially, the text highlights
the indispensable role of the institutional Church at the moment of death. It describes the Church as a motherly
figure who provides three specific sacramental aids: 'pardon and absolution' (Penance), a 'strengthening
anointing' (Anointing of the Sick), and 'Christ in viaticum' (the Eucharist as food for the journey). The
passage suggests that assurance of salvation is mediated through these liturgical acts, where the Church speaks
'gentle assurance' to the dying, effectively sealing them for their entrance into everlasting life. This
underscores the Catholic synthesis of faith, personal suffering, and ecclesial mediation.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. SACRAMENTAL MEDIATION AT DEATH (LAST RITES)

Assertion: The Church provides necessary spiritual aid through pardon, anointing, and Viaticum to prepare the
soul for death.

"When the Church for the last time speaks Christ's words of pardon and absolution... seals him... and gives him Christ in
viaticum"

Evangelical Comparison: In this text, the Catholic Church asserts its role as the dispenser of grace at the
moment of death through specific rituals (Penance, Anointing, Eucharist). The text implies that these acts
'seal' and 'strengthen' the believer for the passage to eternity. In contrast, Evangelical theology holds that a
believer is sealed by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation (Ephesians 1:13) and that Christ's finished
work on the cross provides all necessary pardon. For the Evangelical, no additional ritual 'sealing' or
'absolution' by an earthly priest is required to enter God's presence; the believer's standing is secured by
Christ's high priestly intercession alone.

2. REDEMPTIVE UNIFICATION
Assertion: A Christian can and should unite their own death to the death of Jesus.

"The Christian who unites his own death to that of Jesus views it as a step towards him"

Evangelical Comparison: The phrase 'unites his own death to that of Jesus' reflects the Catholic theology of
redemptive suffering (Colossians 1:24 interpreted through a Catholic 1lens). It suggests that the believer's
experience of death contributes to their spiritual journey or merit when joined to Christ's passion. Evangelical
Christology emphasizes the 'finished' nature of the Atonement (John 19:30). While Evangelicals believe they die
"in Christ' and share in His resurrection, they reject the notion that their own death adds to the redemptive
work or is required to complete their union with God in a meritorious sense.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the mediation of grace. The Catechism presents the Church as the
active agent at the deathbed: she speaks pardon, she seals, she gives nourishment. This establishes a sacerdotal
(priestly) necessity for a 'good death.' Evangelical theology asserts the 'Priesthood of the Believer' (1 Peter
2:9), meaning the dying Christian has direct access to God through Christ without the need for a human mediator
to 'seal' them. The gap is between a sacramental system of salvation (grace infused through zritual) and a
forensic system of salvation (grace imputed through faith).



Shared Values:

Belief in life everlasting; Death is not the end; Centrality of Jesus in the transition to the afterlife; Desire
for assurance at death

Friction Points:
1. [Major] Universal Priesthood — The text inserts the Church/Priest as a necessary mediator to speak pardon
and seal the believer at death.
2. [Critical] Sola Fide — Assurance is derived from the reception of rituals (anointing, viaticum) rather than
faith in Christ alone.

3. [Moderate] Christology (Finished Work) — The concept of uniting one's death to Jesus suggests a
participatory atonement rather than a fully sufficient substitution.

Semantic Warnings:

"Absolution"
In Text: A judicial act by the Church (priest) forgiving sins.
Evangelical: God's forgiveness granted directly to the repentant believer through Christ.

Example: In this text, the Church 'speaks Christ's words of pardon.' In 1 John 1:9, God is faithful to forgive us when we
confess directly to Him.

"Viaticum"
In Text: The Eucharist given to the dying as spiritual food for the journey to the afterlife.
Evangelical: Not a biblical term; Communion is a memorial, not a travel ration necessary for entrance to heaven.

Example: The text calls Viaticum 'nourishment for the journey,' implying a spiritual necessity for the transit of death.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Entrance into everlasting life, aided by the Church's sacraments.

How Attained: Through a process involving faith, wuniting with Christ, and reception of the sacraments
(specifically Last Rites).

Basis of Assurance: The 'gentle assurance' spoken by the Church through the rituals.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly contrasts with Sola Fide. The text implies that without the Church's 'sealing'
and 'nourishment,' the journey is precarious. Sola Fide asserts that the moment one believes, they have passed
from death to life (John 5:24) and need no further sealing.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Implicit Obligations:

1. Unite one's death to Jesus

2. Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (pardon) before death
3. Receive the Anointing of the Sick

4. Receive the Eucharist (Viaticum) as food for the journey
Ritual Requirements:

1. Last Rites (Confession, Anointing, Eucharist)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. When you read that the Church 'seals' the dying Christian, what do you feel that adds to the seal of the Holy
Spirit mentioned in the Bible?

2. If a Christian dies suddenly without the priest arriving to give pardon or viaticum, how does that affect
their entrance into everlasting life?

3. Do you find your assurance in the rituals performed at the bedside, or in the promise of Jesus that 'whoever
believes has eternal life'?



Redemptive Analogies:

1.

Viaticum (Food for the Journey) — Just as the Catholic seeks food for the journey of death, Jesus offers
Himself as the Bread of Life, so that whoever eats of Him will never hunger, even in death. [John 6:35, John
6:47-51]

Gentle Assurance — The human heart longs for assurance in the face of death. The Gospel provides this not
through a ritual, but through the indwelling Spirit testifying we are God's children. [Romans 8:16, 1 John
5:13]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Uncertainty/Fear [Severe] — The believer may fear dying 'unprepared'-without the priest, without the final
confession, or without the Eucharist. This ties peace of mind to logistics and the availability of clergy
rather than the omnipresence of Christ.

2. Dependency [Moderate] — Creates a spiritual dependency on the institution of the Church. The believer cannot
fully face death alone with God; they need the 'mother' Church to mediate the transition.

3. Performance/Merit [Mild] — The pressure to 'unite one's death' to Jesus implies a work of the will is
required during the dying process to make it redemptive, rather than resting in Christ's finished work.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Sacramental Theology and Liturgical Tradition

Verification Method: Trust in the Church's pronouncements and the efficacy of the rituals performed.

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelical assurance is based on the promises of Scripture regarding the finished work of
Christ (1 John 5:13), not on the performance of final rituals.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin typical edition)

Authorship: Promulgated by Pope John Paul II; drafted by a commission led by Joseph Ratzinger.

Textual Issues: No manuscript issues; this is a modern dogmatic text.



