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OVERVIEW

Paragraph 1699 serves as a structural synthesis for Part Three, Section One of the Catechism. It functions as a
theological bridge, summarizing the preceding three chapters to define the Catholic view of the moral life. It
posits a direct equation between the 'vocation of man' and 'Life in the Holy Spirit.' Crucially, it defines this
spiritual life not merely as a vertical relationship with God, but as a composite existence characterized by
'divine charity' (grace/love) and 'human solidarity' (social ethics/works). Finally, it frames this composite
life—-both the divine infusion and the human social response—as that which is 'graciously offered as salvation.'
This encapsulates the Roman Catholic view of salvation as a transformative process involving both grace and
human cooperation, rather than the strictly forensic justification of Evangelical theology.

KEY FIGURES

The Holy Spirit, Man (Humanity)

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. THE VOCATION OF MAN

Assertion: The ultimate purpose and calling of humanity is fulfilled specifically through life in the Holy
Spirit.

"life in the Holy Spirit fulfills the vocation of man"

Evangelical Comparison: Evangelicals agree that humanity's purpose is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever,
which is impossible without the Holy Spirit. However, the Catholic concept of 'vocation' here often encompasses
a moral trajectory toward perfection (theosis) that contributes to final justification, whereas Evangelicals
view the vocation as the fruit of a salvation already secured by Christ.

2. COMPOSITION OF SPIRITUAL LIFE

Assertion: The Christian life is intrinsically composed of both divine charity (grace) and human solidarity
(works/community) .

"This 1life is made up of divine charity and human solidarity"

Evangelical Comparison: This doctrine blurs the line between justification and sanctification. By stating the
life is 'made up of' human solidarity, the text implies that horizontal human works are a necessary ingredient
of the spiritual state, rather than solely a fruit of it. Evangelicals maintain that spiritual life is
constituted by the indwelling Spirit based on Christ's righteousness alone (Romans 8:10), with good works
following as evidence, not substance.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the definition of the 'life' that constitutes salvation. For the
Evangelical, eternal life is a gift received by faith, resulting in a status of justification. For the Catholic,
as summarized here, that life is 'made up of' divine charity and human solidarity. This suggests that 'human
solidarity' (works/ethics) is an ontological component of the salvation experience itself, rather than a
downstream consequence. This violates Sola Fide by embedding human performance (solidarity) into the definition
of the saving life.

Shared Values:

Necessity of the Holy Spirit; Importance of Charity (Love); Salvation is gracious (graciously offered)

Friction Points:
1. [Major] Sola Gratia — By including ‘'human solidarity' as a constituent part of the life offered as
salvation, it dilutes the concept of grace being the *solex cause of salvation.



2. [Critical] Sola Fide — Salvation is described as a life 'made up of' solidarity (works), implying faith
alone is insufficient without this solidarity.

Semantic Warnings:

"Salvation"
In Text: A life process involving the Holy Spirit, charity, and human solidarity.
Evangelical: Deliverance from sin and death through Christ's finished work, received by faith (Romans 10:9-10).

Example: In this text, 'salvation' is a life to be lived (process); in Evangelicalism, it is primarily a status to be
received (justification).

"Charity"

In Text: A theological virtue infused by God that enables meritorious acts.
Evangelical: Love (Agape), a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).

Example: Here, charity is a component of the life that saves; biblically, love is the evidence of the saved life.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: A life in the Holy Spirit composed of divine charity and human solidarity.
How Attained: Graciously offered, but realized through the living out of charity and solidarity.
Basis of Assurance: Implicitly based on the presence of charity and solidarity in one's life.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly contrasts with Sola Fide by defining the saving life as a composite of grace
and human social action.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Implicit Obligations:
1. Must participate in human solidarity to possess the 'life' of the Spirit

2. Must accept the vocation of man as defined by the Church

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text says life in the Spirit is 'made up of' divine charity and human solidarity. Do you feel vyour
salvation depends on how well you maintain that solidarity?

2. If 'human solidarity' is part of the life offered as salvation, how much solidarity is enough to be sure you
have that life?

3. How does this definition of salvation compare to the thief on the cross, who had no opportunity for human
solidarity?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. Vocation (Calling) — Humans have a deep desire for purpose. The Gospel fulfills our ultimate vocation not by
our achieving solidarity, but by restoring us to the Image of God through Christ. [Romans 8:28-30 (Called
according to His purpose)]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance Anxiety [Moderate] — By defining the saving life as consisting of 'human solidarity,' the
believer carries the burden of maintaining sufficient social and communal righteousness to ensure they are
fulfilling their vocation and possessing salvation.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Systematic Theology/Church Tradition

Verification Method: Adherence to the definitions provided by the Magisterium in the preceding chapters.



Evangelical Contrast: Evangelical epistemology relies on the direct statements of Scripture regarding salvation
(e.g., Ephesians 2:8-9), whereas this text relies on a synthesized definition of 'life' that combines grace and
works.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1992 (French), 1997 (Latin/English)
Authorship: Promulgated by Pope John Paul II; drafted by a commission led by Joseph Ratzinger.

Textual Issues: None; this is a modern systematic summary.



