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OVERVIEW

This section of the Catechism outlines the Roman Catholic doctrine of Justification, presenting it as a
transformative process rather than a forensic declaration. It asserts that the grace of the Holy Spirit has the
power to 'justify' by cleansing the believer and communicating the 'righteousness of God' through faith and
Baptism (1987). Crucially, the text conflates justification with sanctification, stating that justification is
'not only the remission of sins, but also the sanctification and zrenewal of the interior man' (1989). It
emphasizes that while the Passion of Christ merited justification (1992), the application of this merit requires
the 'cooperation between God's grace and man's freedom' (1993). This cooperation is expressed through the assent
of faith and the 'cooperation of charity.' The text posits that God makes the believer 'inwardly just' (1992),
contrasting sharply with the Evangelical view of imputed righteousness. It cites St. Augustine to elevate the
work of justifying the wicked above the act of creation itself (1994).
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. BAPTISMAL REGENERATION

Assertion: Justification is communicated to the believer through Baptism.

"The grace of the Holy Spirit has the power to justify us... through faith in Jesus Christ and through Baptism (1987)...
Justification is conferred in Baptism, the sacrament of faith (1992)."

Evangelical Comparison: The text explicitly identifies Baptism as the instrumental cause of justification
('conferred in Baptism'). In contrast, Evangelical theology, grounded in passages like Romans 10:9-10 and
Ephesians 2:8-9, asserts that justification is received solely through faith (Sola Fide). Evangelicals view
baptism as an ordinance of obedience following salvation, whereas this text makes the ritual a prerequisite for
the reception of justifying grace.

2. INTRINSIC JUSTIFICATION (INFUSED RIGHTEOUSNESS)
Assertion: God makes the believer inwardly just, rather than merely declaring them righteous.

"It conforms us to the righteousness of God, who makes us inwardly just by the power of his mercy (1992)."

Evangelical Comparison: This is a critical divergence. The Catechism teaches that the nature of the believer is
ontologically changed to become 'inwardly just.' Evangelical theology holds that the believer remains a sinner
in practice but is declared righteous legally before God because of Christ's finished work (2 Corinthians 5:21).
The Catholic view suggests that one's standing before God depends on the reality of their inner transformation,
while the Evangelical view rests standing entirely on Christ's external merit.

3. SYNERGISM (COOPERATION)

Assertion: Justification requires a cooperation between God's grace and human freedom/charity.

"Justification establishes cooperation between God's grace and man's freedom... and in the cooperation of charity with the
prompting of the Holy Spirit (1993)."

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts that man must cooperate with grace through 'the assent of faith' and
'the cooperation of charity.' This introduces works (charity/love) into the equation of justification.
Evangelical theology emphasizes that while good works follow justification as fruit, they are not a component of
the justifying act itself (Romans 4:4-5, Titus 3:5). The requirement for 'cooperation' places a burden of
performance on the believer to maintain their justified state.



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the definition of Justification. For the Evangelical, justification
is a forensic, legal declaration that happens once for all at the moment of faith, where Christ's righteousness
is dimputed to the sinner. For the Catholic position outlined here, justification is an ontological change—a
process of being made actually righteous ('inwardly just') through the infusion of grace at Baptism and
maintained through cooperation and charity. This collapses the distinction between Justification (God's act for
us) and Sanctification (God's work in us), leading to a gospel where one's standing before God is contingent
upon one's own spiritual progress and cooperation.

Shared Values:

Necessity of God's grace; Centrality of Christ's Passion; Reality of sin and need for repentance; Existence of
the Holy Spirit; Goal of eternal life

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Fide (Faith Alone) — The text adds Baptism (1987, 1992) and the 'cooperation of charity'
(1993) as requirements for justification.

2. [Major] Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) — While grace is said to precede, the text insists on 'cooperation' (1993)
and merit (implied in the system of maintaining justification), diluting the concept of grace as purely
unmerited favor.

3. [Major] Christology (Sufficiency of Christ's Work) — By requiring human cooperation and internal
righteousness for justification, the text implies Christ's sacrifice was insufficient to save without the
believer's added effort.

Semantic Warnings:

"Justification"

In Text: Remission of sins AND sanctification/renewal of the inner man; making one inwardly just.

Evangelical: The legal declaration of righteousness based on Christ's work, distinct from sanctification (Romans 3:24,
4:5).

Example: In this text, justification includes 'the cooperation of charity' (1993). In Evangelicalism, justification is
'apart from works' (Romans 3:28).

"Righteousness of God"

In Text: The rectitude of divine love; a quality infused into the believer making them just.
Evangelical: The status of being right with God, credited to the believer (Philippians 3:9).
Example: The text says God 'makes us inwardly just' (1992); the Bible says God 'justifies the ungodly' (Romans 4:5).

"Faith"
In Text: Assent to the Word of God which must be accompanied by hope and charity (1991, 1993).
Evangelical: Trust/Reliance on Christ alone.

Example: The text links faith with 'cooperation of charity' as necessary for justification.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: A process of becoming inwardly just, detached from sin, and sanctified for the glory of God
and eternal life.

How Attained: Through the grace of the Holy Spirit, conferred in Baptism, accepted by faith, and maintained
through the cooperation of charity and obedience.

Basis of Assurance: There is no explicit basis for assurance in this text, as justification depends on ongoing
'cooperation' and being 'inwardly just.'

Comparison to Sola Fide: Explicitly rejected. Paragraph 1987 adds Baptism; Paragraph 1993 adds 'cooperation of
charity.' This contradicts Romans 3:28 ('justified by faith apart from works of the law').



MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Repent (1989)

2. Turn toward God and away from sin (1989)

3. Accept forgiveness (1989)

4. Assent to the Word of God (1993)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Cooperate with the Holy Spirit through charity (1993)

2. Maintain the 'inner man' through obedience (1991)

3. Participate in the life of the Church (implied by 'members of his Body', 1988)
Ritual Requirements:

1. Baptism (identified as the means of conferring justification, 1987, 1992)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text says God makes us 'inwardly just' (1992). On a scale of 0-100, how 'inwardly just' do you think you
need to be to enter heaven?

2. Paragraph 1993 mentions the 'cooperation of charity.' Do you feel your charity is consistent enough to
cooperate fully with God's grace every day?

3. If justification is 'conferred in Baptism' (1992), what happens to someone who believes in Jesus but dies
before being baptized?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The longing for 'Inner Renewal' — Everyone desires to be clean inside, not just legally off the hook. The
Gospel promises this renewal (Regeneration) as an immediate xresultx of Justification, not the *causex of it.
[Titus 3:5 - 'He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.']

2. Detachment from Sin — Sin is slavery. The Gospel offers freedom. We agree that grace breaks the power of sin,
but we believe this freedom flows from the security of being already justified. [Romans 6:14 - 'For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.']

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance Anxiety / Uncertainty [Severe] — By defining justification as being made 'inwardly just' and
requiring 'cooperation,' the believer can never be sure if they are 'just enough' or if they have 'cooperated
enough.' Their standing before God is always in flux based on their internal state.

2. Works-Righteousness [Moderate] — The requirement of 'charity' (love/works) to cooperate for justification
places the burden of salvation partially on the believer's ability to love perfectly, which the law demands
but man cannot supply.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Dogmatic assertion derived from Scripture and Tradition (Magisterium).
Verification Method: Adherence to Church teaching and participation in the Sacraments.

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelical epistemology relies on the illumination of the Holy Spirit through the reading
of Scripture alone (1 Corinthians 2:12-13), whereas this text relies on the Church's authoritative definition of
what grace 'does' (e.g., 'makes us inwardly just').

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin Typical Edition)

Authorship: Drafted by commission, promulgated by Pope John Paul IT.



Textual Issues: The text relies on the Latin translation of the Bible (Vulgate tradition) where the Greek
'dikaiosune' (righteousness/justification) was historically translated as ‘'iustitia' (justice/making Jjust),
influencing the theological trajectory toward intrinsic justification.



