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OVERVIEW

This section of the Catechism, titled 'God's Salvation: Law and Grace,' presents a comprehensive systematic
theology of how humanity moves from a state of sin to a state of beatitude. It begins by establishing the
'Natural Law' as a universal moral foundation written on the human heart, followed by the 'Old Law' (Mosaic)
which served as a pedagogue to expose sin. The text argues that the 'New Law' or 'Law of the Gospel' fulfills
these by infusing the grace of the Holy Spirit into the believer, primarily through the sacraments. A critical
theological pivot occurs in the discussion of Justification and Merit. Unlike the Evangelical understanding of
justification as a forensic declaration of righteousness based on faith alone, this text defines justification
as a physiological and spiritual renewal—the 'sanctification of the whole being' (CCC 1999, 2019). Consequently,
the text introduces the doctrine of Merit (CCC 2006-2011), asserting that while the initial grace of forgiveness
is unmerited, believers subsequently 'merit for ourselves and for others the graces needed... for the attainment
of eternal life' (CCC 2010). The section concludes by asserting the ecclesiological authority of the Magisterium
(Pope and Bishops). It claims that the Church possesses the specific authority to interpret the natural law and
define moral truths infallibly, binding the consciences of the faithful to its decrees as a requirement for
salvation.

KEY FIGURES

God the Father (Source of Law and Grace), Jesus Christ (The End of the Law), The Holy Spirit (The Interior
Master), Moses (Mediator of the Old Law), St. Paul (Apostolic Authority on Law/Grace), St. Thomas Aquinas
(Theological Authority cited), The Magisterium (The Pope and Bishops)

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. JUSTIFICATION AS INTERNAL RENEWAL

Assertion: Justification is not merely the remission of sins but also the sanctification and renewal of the
inner man.

"Justification includes the remission of sins, sanctification, and the renewal of the inner man. (CCC 2019)"

Evangelical Comparison: In Evangelical theology, based on passages like Romans 4:5 and Romans 5:1, justification
is a forensic act where God declares a sinner righteous solely based on the imputed righteousness of Christ.
This text, however, conflates justification with sanctification, teaching that a person is justified only
insofar as they are actually made righteous internally (infused righteousness). This shifts the basis of
acceptance from Christ's finished work to the believer's internal state.

2. HUMAN MERIT IN SALVATION

Assertion: Believers, moved by grace, can merit eternal life for themselves and others.

"Moved by the Holy Spirit and by charity, we can then merit for ourselves and for others the graces needed for our
sanctification... and for the attainment of eternal life. (CCC 2010)"

Evangelical Comparison: While the text admits the 'initial grace' is unmerited, it establishes a system where
subsequent standing and final salvation depend on 'merit' gained through cooperation with grace. Evangelicalism
rejects the concept of human merit entirely regarding eternal salvation, viewing all rewards as flowing from
Christ's merit alone, not human cooperation.

3. MAGISTERIAL INFALLIBILITY IN MORALS

Assertion: The Church hierarchy has the authority to define moral truths infallibly, extending even to the
natural law.

"The infallibility of the Magisterium of the Pastors extends to all the elements of doctrine, including moral doctrine...
(CCC 2051)"

Evangelical Comparison: Evangelicals hold that Scripture is the only infallible rule of faith and practice. This
text claims that the Pope and Bishops possess an 'infallibility' that extends to moral precepts, requiring the



faithful to submit their consciences to Church rulings even on matters not explicitly detailed in Scripture.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the mechanism of salvation. The Catechism teaches that while God
initiates salvation, the human response is meritorious and essential for the 'attainment of eternal life' (CCC
2010). Justification is viewed as a process of making the sinner righteous (infusion), which requires the
sacraments and obedience to the Church. Evangelical theology asserts that justification is a one-time forensic
declaration based on the imputed righteousness of Christ, received by faith alone, with good works being the
fruit, not the root or cause, of final salvation. Furthermore, the text interposes the Church Magisterium as the
infallible conscience of the believer, violating the Evangelical tenet of the priesthood of all believers and
the sufficiency of Scripture.

Shared Values:

Belief in the Trinity; Necessity of Grace; Reality of Sin; Moral requirements of the Decalogue; Christ as the
end of the Law

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Fide (Faith Alone) — Teaches that justification includes sanctification and requires human
cooperation to merit eternal life.

2. [Critical] Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) — Introduces the concept of human merit as a factor in attaining
eternal life (CCC 2010, 2027).

3. [Major] Solus Christus (Christ Alone) — While Christ is the source, the Church and Sacraments are presented
as necessary mediators of the grace required for salvation.

4. [Major] Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) — Asserts the Magisterium has infallible authority to define moral
doctrine and natural law beyond explicit Scripture.

Semantic Warnings:

"Justification"
In Text: Remission of sins AND sanctification/renewal of the inner man (CCC 1989, 2019).
Evangelical: The legal declaration by God that a sinner is righteous in His sight based on Christ's work (Romans 4:5).

Example: In this text, a person can 'increase' in justification through merit; in Evangelicalism, a person is fully
justified the moment they believe.

"Merit"
In Text: A right to reward (eternal life) granted by God to those who cooperate with grace (CCC 2009-2010).
Evangelical: Biblically, humans have no merit before God; salvation is a gift (Rom 6:23). Rewards are for service, not for
salvation itself.

Example: The text says we 'merit... the attainment of eternal life' (CCC 2010); Evangelicals say eternal life is the 'gift
of God' (Rom 6:23).

"Grace"
In Text: A supernatural disposition infused into the soul (Habitual Grace) (CCC 2000).
Evangelical: Unmerited favor of God toward the undeserving.

Example: The text treats grace as a substance or quality infused into the person; Evangelicals view grace as God's
relational attitude and action.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: A process of becoming 'partakers of the divine nature' (CCC 1996), involving forgiveness,
renewal, and the meriting of eternal life.

How Attained: By grace through faith, baptism, and the cooperation of the human will in performing meritorious
works (CCC 2010).

Basis of Assurance: None. The text explicitly states: 'We cannot therefore rely on our feelings or our works to
conclude that we are justified and saved' (CCC 2005).



Comparison to Sola Fide: Explicitly rejected. The text separates 'initial grace' (unmerited) from 'attainment of
eternal life' (merited through works/charity), whereas Sola Fide views the entire package of salvation as
received by faith.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation (CCC 2042)

2. You shall keep holy the holy days of obligation (CCC 2043)

3. Observe the constitutions and decrees conveyed by the legitimate authority of the Church (CCC 2037)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Submit personal conscience to the Magisterium (CCC 2039)

2. Cooperate with grace to merit eternal life (CCC 2010)

3. Perform acts of penance and charity to maintain justification

Ritual Requirements:

1. Participation in the Eucharistic celebration (CCC 2042)

2. Reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (implied in CCC 2040/2042 context)

3. Observance of liturgical feasts (CCC 2043)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. I noticed paragraph 2005 says we cannot know if we are justified. How does that impact your peace of mind
regarding your relationship with God?

2. Paragraph 2010 mentions that we can 'merit' eternal life for ourselves. How do you reconcile that with Romans
6:23 which calls eternal life a 'free gift'?

3. If justification includes your own inner renewal and good works (CCC 2019), how much renewal is enough to be
sure you are accepted by God?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Natural Law — This connects to Romans 2:14-15. It validates the human conscience but shows it is
insufficient to save, pointing to the need for a Savior who fulfills the law. [Romans 2:15, Romans 3:20]

2. Wounded by Sin — Acknowledges the brokenness of humanity, serving as a starting point to explain the depth of
depravity and the need for a complete rescue, not just 'help'. [Romans 3:23, Romans 5:12]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance Anxiety / Works-Righteousness [Severe] — The requirement to 'merit' eternal life (CCC 2010)
places the burden of final salvation on the believer's performance and cooperation, rather than solely on
Christ's finished work.

2. Uncertainty / Lack of Assurance [Severe] — The explicit denial of the ability to know one is saved (CCC 2005)
leaves the adherent in a perpetual state of spiritual insecurity, never knowing if they have done enough or
are in a state of grace.

3. Intellectual Bondage [Moderate] — The requirement to submit conscience and reason to the Magisterium (CCC
2039) removes the freedom of the believer to follow Scripture directly, creating dependency on the hierarchy.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Synthesis of Natural Reason, Divine Revelation, and Ecclesiastical Authority

Verification Method: Submission to the Magisterium; adherence to the 'deposit' handed down by pastors.

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology (2 Timothy 3:16) relies on the illumination of the Spirit through
the written Word. This text requires an external mediator (the Church) to authentically interpret moral truth
and natural law (CCC 2036).



TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin Typical Edition)

Authorship: Promulgated by Pope John Paul II; drafted by a commission led by Joseph Ratzinger.

Textual Issues: No manuscript issues; this is a modern dogmatic text.


