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OVERVIEW

This section of the Catechism, titled 'The Human Communion,' establishes the theological and anthropological
foundations for Catholic Social Teaching. It argues that human beings are inherently social, not merely by
choice but by nature, mirroring the divine communion of the Trinity. The text posits that the ultimate end of
all people is God, and that social life is the necessary context in which individuals develop their potential
and respond to their vocation. It introduces the 'Principle of Subsidiarity,' a core tenet of Catholic social
thought, which dictates that higher levels of society (like the state) should not usurp the functions of lower
levels (like the family) but rather support them. The text balances the need for socialization with the
protection of individual freedom, warning against collectivism while affirming the duty of citizens to
contribute to the common good. It frames civil authority as a ministry of divine providence, requiring rulers to
respect human freedom just as God does.

KEY FIGURES

God (The Divine Persons), The Human Person, The Neighbor, Civil Authorities, The Church (as teacher of the
principle)

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. THE SOCIAL NATURE OF MAN (IMAGO TRINITATIS)

Assertion: Human society is a requirement of nature and reflects the union of the divine persons of the Trinity.

"There is a certain resemblance between the union of the divine persons and the fraternity that men are to establish among
themselves... Society is not for him an extraneous addition but a requirement of his nature. (1878-1879)"

Evangelical Comparison: While Evangelical theology affirms that humans are created for relationship (Genesis
2:18), it typically hesitates to draw a direct ontological parallel between the Trinity and human society as a
structural requirement for salvation or spiritual vocation. The Catechism elevates social interaction to a
'vocation' by which man 'develops his potential.' Evangelicalism tends to view social structures as part of the
order of creation and preservation, but places the locus of spiritual potential and vocation primarily in the
individual's regenerate relationship with Christ, rather than in social development.

2. PRINCIPLE OF SUBSIDIARITY

Assertion: Higher orders of society should not interfere with lower orders but support them; opposes
collectivism.

"a community of a higher order should not interfere in the internal life of a community of a lower order... but rather
should support it (1883)"

Evangelical Comparison: The Principle of Subsidiarity is a hallmark of Catholic Social Teaching. Many
Evangelicals hold similar views regarding limited government and the primacy of the family, often citing Abraham
Kuyper's 'Sphere Sovereignty.' However, the friction lies in the epistemology: the Catechism cites 'the teaching
of the Church' as the authority for this principle. An Evangelical approach would seek to derive the limits of
government directly from biblical texts like Romans 13 or 1 Samuel 8, rather than relying on the magisterial
development of social philosophy.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Partial

Theological Gap: The primary theological gap is the integration of natural law and sociology into the dogmatic
framework of the faith. For the Catholic, building a just society is intrinsic to the 'vocation' of man in a way
that contributes to his journey toward God. For the Evangelical, while good works and social responsibility are
fruits of salvation (Ephesians 2:10), they are distinct from the 'vocation' of salvation itself, which is purely
by grace through faith. Furthermore, the text asserts that the Church has the authority to 'elaborate' binding



principles like subsidiarity, whereas Evangelicals view such principles as wisdom issues rather than binding
doctrine unless explicitly stated in Scripture.

Shared Values:
Humanity is created for community; God is the ultimate end of human existence; Government is a delegated
authority from God; Opposition to totalitarianism/collectivism; Importance of the family unit

Friction Points:
1. [Minor] Anthropology / Total Depravity — The text emphasizes developing human potential as the response to
vocation, potentially downplaying the effects of the Fall on human social structures.

2. [Major] Sola Scriptura — The text establishes the 'Principle of Subsidiarity' based on 'the teaching of the
Church' rather than explicit biblical exegesis.

Semantic Warnings:

"Vocation"
In Text: The development of human potential through social exchange and service.
Evangelical: Usually refers to the effectual call to salvation (Romans 8:30) or specific ministry calling, not general
human development.

Example: In this text, joining a voluntary association is part of responding to one's 'vocation'; in Evangelicalism,
vocation is primarily one's calling to follow Christ.

"Talents"
In Text: Natural abilities and social inheritances that enrich identity and must be developed.
Evangelical: In the parable (Matt 25), often interpreted as spiritual stewardship of the Gospel or kingdom resources, not
merely natural human potential.

Example: The text implies a duty to develop natural skills as a spiritual mandate.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Union with God (1878) and the fulfillment of human vocation.

How Attained: Implied cooperation through developing potential, service, and loyalty to the community
(synergism).

Basis of Assurance: Not explicitly discussed, but linked to faithful participation in the social organism.

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text does not mention faith. It focuses entirely on human action, development, and
social obligation as the response to God's call. This contrasts with Romans 3:28, where justification is apart
from works of the law (or social performance).

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Establish fraternity in truth and love (1878)

2. Develop personal potential through exchange with others (1879)

3. Show loyalty to communities and respect to authorities (1880)

4. Encourage voluntary associations (1882)

5. Governors must behave as ministers of divine providence (1884)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Participate in political and social affairs

2. Resist collectivism and excessive state intervention

3. Use personal talents for the benefit of the community

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:



1. The text says we respond to our vocation by developing our potential. How do you balance that with the
biblical idea that our righteousness is like 'filthy rags' (Isaiah 64:6)?

2. I love the idea of Subsidiarity protecting the family. Do you see that as a rule from the Bible, or wisdom
from the Church tradition?

3. Paragraph 1878 says our fraternity resembles the Trinity. In what ways do you think human society fails to
meet that standard due to sin?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Longing for Community — This deep need for connection points to our separation from God. We try to fill
it with people, but only Christ restores the vertical relationship that makes horizontal relationships
healthy. [1 John 1:3 - '...that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.']

2. The Heir receiving Talents — We are indeed given much, but we squandered it in Adam. Christ is the true Heir
who restores our inheritance. [Romans 8:17 - 'and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ...']

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance/Civic Legalism [Moderate] — The believer may feel a spiritual burden to be politically active,
socially engaged, and constantly 'developing potential' to be a 'good Catholic,' equating civic success with
spiritual faithfulness.

2. Intellectual Submission [Mild] — The adherent must accept complex socio-political theories (like
Subsidiarity) as religious truth because the Church teaches them, rather than seeing them as matters of
conscience or wisdom.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Reason, observation of human nature, and Magisterial teaching.

Verification Method: Alignment with 'the teaching of the Church' and rational observation of social dynamics.

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelical epistemology relies on the illumination of the Holy Spirit through the written
Word of God (Psalm 119:105, 2 Timothy 3:16). This text relies on a synthesis of theology and sociology mediated
by Church authority.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin Typical Edition)

Authorship: Promulgated by John Paul II; drafted by a commission led by Joseph Ratzinger.

Textual Issues: None relevant to this excerpt.


