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OVERVIEW

This extensive section of the Catechism provides a systematic moral theology based on the last seven
commandments of the Decalogue. It begins with the Fourth Commandment, establishing the family as the 'domestic
church' and the foundation of society, while outlining the reciprocal duties of citizens and civil authorities.
The Fifth Commandment analysis extends the prohibition of killing to include abortion, euthanasia, and the just
war theory, emphasizing the absolute sanctity of life. The Sixth Commandment presents a rigorous theology of the
body, defining marriage as indissoluble and procreative, thereby strictly forbidding contraception, divorce, and
homosexual acts. The Seventh Commandment addresses social justice, the universal destination of goods, and the
'redemptive' nature of human work. The Eighth Commandment covers truth-telling and the media. Finally, the Ninth
and Tenth Commandments address the internal state of the believer, focusing on 'purity of heart' and the
struggle against concupiscence. Throughout the text, moral observance is not merely a response to salvation but
is presented as integral to maintaining one's state of grace and cooperation with God's redemptive work.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. THE DOMESTIC CHURCH

Assertion: The Christian family is a specific revelation of ecclesial communion, a community of faith, hope, and
charity where parents are the first heralds of the faith.

"'The Christian family constitutes a specific revelation and realization of ecclesial communion, and for this reason it
can and should be called a domestic church.' (CCC 2204)"

Evangelical Comparison: While Evangelicalism places a high premium on family discipleship (Deuteronomy 6), it
views the family as a unit of the universal priesthood rather than a structural sub-unit of the institutional
Church. The Catechism elevates the family to a quasi-sacramental status ('domestic church') where the parents
exercise a ministry that is distinctively ecclesial. Evangelicals would agree on the responsibility of parents
to teach but would likely demur from the terminology that ontologically links the family unit to the
ecclesiastical hierarchy.

2. REDEMPTIVE WORK

Assertion: Human work can be redemptive when endured in union with Jesus, allowing man to collaborate in the Son
of God's redemptive work.

"'By enduring the hardship of work in union with Jesus... man collaborates in a certain fashion with the Son of God in his
redemptive work.' (CCC 2427)"

Evangelical Comparison: This is a critical theological divergence. The Catechism suggests that human suffering
and labor, when united with Christ, possess redemptive efficacy—meaning they contribute to the work of
salvation. Evangelical theology holds to 'Sola Christus' and 'Tetelestai' (It is finished), asserting that
Christ's atoning work is complete and cannot be supplemented by human effort. For the Evangelical, work is
stewardship and worship, but never redemptive.

3. DISTINCTION OF SINS (MORTAL VS. VENIAL)

Assertion: Certain sins (like anger desiring to kill, or missing Mass) are 'mortal' and destroy charity in the
heart, necessitating a new initiative of God's mercy (Confession).

"'If anger reaches the point of a deliberate desire to kill... it is a mortal sin.' (CCC 2302)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text reinforces the Catholic distinction between mortal sins (which sever the
relationship with God and result in damnation if unconfessed) and venial sins. Evangelicalism teaches that while
sins vary in earthly consequence, any sin renders one guilty before the Law (James 2:10). Furthermore,



Evangelicals believe justification is a permanent standing in Christ not lost by specific acts of sin, whereas
this text implies salvation is a dynamic state maintained by avoiding mortal sin.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Partial

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the relationship between the believer's actions and their standing
before God. The Catechism presents a synergistic soteriology where human action (avoiding contraception,
honoring parents, suffering in work) cooperates with grace to secure salvation. The text explicitly states that
observing commandments brings 'spiritual fruits' and that work can be 'redemptive.' Evangelicalism holds to a
monergistic view of justification where Christ's righteousness is imputed to the believer by faith alone, and
subsequent good works are a response of gratitude, not a requirement to prevent the loss of salvation via
'mortal sin.'

Shared Values:

Sanctity of life (Anti-abortion, Anti-euthanasia); Definition of marriage as between man and woman; Importance
of the Ten Commandments; Care for the poor and social justice; Truth-telling and integrity

Friction Points:
1. [Major] Sola Scriptura — The text creates binding moral laws (e.g., ban on contraception, specific medical
ethics) based on Natural Law and Tradition, not explicit Scripture.

2. [Critical] Sola Fide / Solus Christus — Claims human work and suffering can be 'redemptive' and that
almsgiving is a work of justice 'pleasing to God' in a meritorious sense.

3. [Critical] Eternal Security / Assurance — The concept of 'mortal sin' implies that a believer can lose their
salvation and state of grace through specific actions.

Semantic Warnings:

"Justification/Righteousness"
In Text: A state of holiness maintained by obedience and sacraments, capable of being lost by mortal sin.
Evangelical: A legal declaration of right-standing before God based on Christ's imputed righteousness (Romans 4:5).

Example: In CCC 2427, work is 'redemptive,' implying it adds to righteousness. In Evangelicalism, work is a result of
righteousness.

"Chastity"
In Text: The successful integration of sexuality within the person, a 'moral virtue' and 'gift' requiring apprenticeship.
Evangelical: Sexual purity and holiness, usually framed as obedience to God's command rather than a philosophical
'integration.'

Example: The text frames chastity as 'self-mastery' leading to 'human freedom' (CCC 2339), whereas Evangelicals focus on
it as submission to God's will.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: A process of sanctification, maintaining a state of grace, and ultimate entry into the
Kingdom through faith and works.

How Attained: Through Baptism, maintained by obedience to the Commandments (avoiding mortal sin), and restored
by Penance.

Basis of Assurance: There is no absolute assurance; confidence is based on one's current moral state and
participation in the Church.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Explicitly rejects Sola Fide by asserting that 'observing the fourth commandment brings
its reward' (CCC 2200) and that work is 'redemptive' (CCC 2427). Salvation is a cooperative effort.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Honor your father and mother

2. Do not kill (including abortion, euthanasia, suicide)



3. Do not use contraception (CCC 2370)

4. Do not divorce (CCC 2384)

5. Pay taxes and vote (CCC 2240)

6. Give alms to the poor

Implicit Obligations:

1. Participate in the 'social doctrine' of the Church

2. Maintain 'purity of heart' through discipline and prayer

3. Bear witness to the truth even unto martyrdom

Ritual Requirements:

1. Receive the sacraments (specifically implied for the dying and reconciliation)

2. Participate in the parish Eucharistic community

3. Observe the 'sacramental seal' (for priests)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text mentions that our work can be 'redemptive' (2427). How do you balance that with Jesus saying 'It is
finished' on the cross?

2. If a person commits a 'mortal sin' like missing Mass or harboring anger, and dies before Confession, what
happens to them according to this teaching?

3. Do you feel that your standing with God is secure, or does it fluctuate based on your daily performance of
these commandments?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. Purity of Heart — This longing for a pure heart admits that external rule-keeping isn't enough. It points to
the need for the New Covenant where God writes the law on the heart. [Ezekiel 36:26, Matthew 5:8]

2. The Domestic Church — This analogy highlights that the home is the primary place of discipleship, aligning
with the Great Commission starting in one's own household. [Deuteronomy 6:6-7, Ephesians 6:4]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Legalism / Conscience Binding [Moderate] — The adherent is bound by detailed rules not found in Scripture
(e.g., no contraception, specific medical ethics), creating a 'heavy yoke' of man-made laws.

2. Works-Righteousness [Severe] — The belief that one's own work and suffering must add to Christ's redemptive
work creates a burden of never doing enough to merit God's favor.

3. Fear / Uncertainty [Severe] — The constant threat of 'mortal sin'—which can be committed by thought or
omission—creates a spiritual anxiety regarding one's salvation status at any given moment.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Divine Revelation interpreted by the Church, combined with Natural Law and human reason.

Verification Method: Adherence to the 'Magisterium of the Church' and the 'constant tradition' (CCC 2352).

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelicals verify truth by testing it against Scripture alone (Acts 17:11). This text
requires assent to Church teaching even when scriptural support is inferential or absent (e.g., specific medical
ethics).

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin Typical Edition)

Authorship: Drafted by a commission under Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, promulgated by Pope John Paul II.

Textual Issues: The text is a synthesis of Scripture, Patristics, and Conciliar documents. It is not a primary
source but a secondary systematic theology.


