PART TWO, SECTION ONE, CHAPTER THREE, PARAGRAPH 1076

FAITH: Catholicism | TEXT: Catechism of the Catholic Church | VOLUME: 1997 Volume | AUTHOR: John Paul II (Promulgated by)

OVERVIEW

Paragraph 1076 of the Catechism serves as a theological bridge between the event of Pentecost and the
sacramental life of the Church. It defines the current epoch of history as the 'age of the Chuxrch,' initiated by
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The central argument is that this era is not merely a time of waiting for
Christ's return, but a period of active 'dispensation.' The text claims that Christ does not merely reside in
heaven having completed his work; zrather, He 'manifests, makes present, and communicates' that work
continuously. This establishes the theological foundation for the 'Sacramental Economy'—the idea that the fruits
of Christ's redemption are dispensed through the Church's liturgy and sacraments. For the believer, this implies
that connection to the Church is the necessary means of accessing the ongoing communication of Christ's saving
work.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. THE SACRAMENTAL ECONOMY

Assertion: Christ currently 'communicates his work of salvation' during the age of the Chuzrch.
"during which Christ manifests, makes present, and communicates his work of salvation"

Evangelical Comparison: In Evangelical theology, Christ's work of salvation is viewed as a completed historic
act (John 19:30, Hebrews 10:10) which is applied to the believer by the Holy Spirit at the moment of
justification by faith. This text, however, introduces the concept of the 'dispensation' or 'communication' of
that work as an ongoing, present-tense reality facilitated by the Church. This undergirds the Catholic
sacramental system, suggesting that the Church is the necessary medium through which the benefits of the cross
are currently distributed, whereas Evangelicals hold that the believer has direct access to these benefits
through Christ alone (1 Timothy 2:5).

2. ECCLESIOLOGICAL MEDIATION
Assertion: The Church is the locus where the 'dispensation of the mystery' occurs.

"The gift of the Spirit ushers in a new era... the age of the Church"

Evangelical Comparison: The text elevates the Church from a body of believers to an active agent in the
'dispensation' of the mystery. In Evangelical ecclesiology, the Church proclaims the Gospel, but it does not
'make present' salvation in a metaphysical or sacramental sense. The Evangelical view emphasizes the Universal
Priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), where every believer has direct access to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16),
bypassing the need for an institutional 'age of the Church' to mediate Christ's work.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the sufficiency of Christ's finished work versus the necessity of
the Church's ongoing mediation. By stating that Christ 'makes present and communicates' his work =*during* the
age of the Church, the text implies that the work of the Cross, while meritorious, requires an ongoing delivery
system (the Sacramental Economy). Evangelical theology holds to #*Sola Christusx in a way that excludes the
Church from being a co-agent in the dispensing of grace. For the Evangelical, the Church is the =*resultx of
grace, not the xdispenserx of it.

Shared Values:

Reality of Pentecost; Divinity of the Holy Spirit; Christ as the source of salvation; The existence of the
Church



Friction Points:
1. [Major] Christology (Finished Work) — Suggests Christ's work needs to be 'made present' and 'communicated'
continuously, potentially undermining the 'once for all' nature of the Atonement (Hebrews 9:12, 26).
2. [Critical] Sola Fide — If salvation is 'communicated' through the Church (implying sacraments), it is not
received by faith alone.

3. [Major] Universal Priesthood — Places the Church (institution) as the mediator between Christ's work and the
world.

Semantic Warnings:

"Mystery"

In Text: Often synonymous with 'Sacrament' in Catholic theology; a visible sign of hidden reality.
Evangelical: A truth previously hidden but now revealed to all believers (Colossians 1:26), specifically the inclusion of
Gentiles in the Gospel.

Example: In this text, 'dispensation of the mystery' implies the sacramental system. In Ephesians 3, it refers to the
revelation that Gentiles are fellow heirs.

"Communicates"

In Text: To dispense, distribute, or apply grace through a medium (sacraments).

Evangelical: Usually refers to sharing information or fellowship (koinonia), not the metaphysical transfer of saving
grace.

Example: The text says Christ 'communicates his work.' Evangelicals say Christ 'imputes' righteousness by faith.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: A work of Christ that must be 'communicated' and 'made present' in the current era.
How Attained: Implicitly, through reception of this communication (Sacraments/Liturgy).
Basis of Assurance: Confidence in the Church's validity as the vessel of this dispensation.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly conflicts with Sola Fide. If salvation must be 'communicated' through a
system, faith alone is insufficient to grasp it without that system's participation.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Implicit Obligations:

1. Must be connected to the Church to receive the 'communication' of salvation
2. Must recognize the current era as defined by the Church's role

Ritual Requirements:

1. Participation in the means by which Christ 'makes present' his work (implicitly the Liturgy/Sacraments)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. When the text says Christ 'communicates his work of salvation,' do you understand that as something He does
directly to your heart, or something He does through the rituals of the Church?

2. If Christ's work was 'finished' on the cross (John 19:30), why does it need to be 'made present' again today?
3. How does the 'outpouring of the Holy Spirit' relate to your personal assurance of salvation?
Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Outpouring — Just as water is poured out freely, God's grace is poured out into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit (Romans 5:5) upon faith, not dispensed in measured doses. [Romans 5:5, Titus 3:5-6]

2. The Mystery Revealed — The mystery is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27)—a pezrsonal
indwelling, not an external ritual system. [Colossians 1:26-27]

Spiritual Weight:



1. Dependency/Gatekeeping [Severe] — The believer is made dependent on the Church institution for access to

Christ's saving work. They cannot simply 'go to God'; they must go to the place where salvation is
"communicated.’
2. Uncertainty [Moderate] — If salvation is a process being 'communicated' over time rather than a finished

status, the believer may lack the assurance of possessing eternal life as a present reality.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Theological deduction based on Ecclesial Tradition.
Verification Method: Assent to the Church's teaching authority (Magisterium).

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelicals verify truth by testing it against Scripture (Acts 17:11). The claim that the
Church is the dispenser of salvation is tested against Hebrews 7-10, which argues for the sufficiency of
Christ's high priestly work without ongoing mediation.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin Typical Edition)
Authorship: Drafted by commission, promulgated by Pope John Paul II.

Textual Issues: The phrase 'dispensation of the mystery' is a direct quote from Ephesians 3:9 (Vulgate:
dispensatio sacramenti), showing how translation choices (sacramentum vs mystery) influence theology.



