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OVERVIEW

This text defines the sacraments of Holy Orders and Matrimony as distinct from the sacraments of initiation
(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist) because they are directed towards the salvation of others. The text
establishes the 'Ministerial Priesthood' (Bishops, Priests, Deacons) as differing in essence, not just degree,
from the 'Common Priesthood' of all believers. It asserts that ordained ministers act 'in persona Christi
Capitis' (in the person of Christ the Head), possessing a 'sacred power' to teach, rule, and sanctify, conferred
via Apostolic Succession. Simultaneously, the text elevates Matrimony to a sacrament, defining it as an
indissoluble covenant between a man and a woman established by God. It outlines the requirements for valid
marriage, the prohibition of divorce and remarriage (which results in exclusion from the Eucharist), and the
role of the family as the 'Ecclesia domestica' (Domestic Church). The text emphasizes that these sacraments
confer specific graces necessary to fulfill these particular vocations within the Church structure.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. MINISTERIAL PRIESTHOOD (SACERDOTALISM)

Assertion: The ordained priesthood differs in essence from the common priesthood of believers and confers a
sacred power to act in the person of Christ the Head.

"The ministerial or hierarchical priesthood of bishops and priests, and the common priesthood of all the faithful...
differ essentially. (1547)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts an ontological change in the ordained, granting them 'sacred power'
(sacra potestas) that the laity do not possess. Evangelical theology, grounded in 1 Peter 2:9 and Hebrews 4:14-
16, teaches that all believers have direct access to God through Christ. The concept of a special class of
priests who 'make present' the sacrifice of Christ is viewed by Evangelicals as a return to 0ld Covenant shadows
and a denial of the sufficiency of Christ's once-for-all mediation.

2. SACRAMENTAL INDISSOLUBILITY OF MARRIAGE

Assertion: A valid sacramental marriage cannot be dissolved by any human power; civil divorce and remarriage
constitute objective adultery.

"The Church maintains that a new union cannot be recognized as valid, if the first marriage was... they cannot receive
Eucharistic communion as long as this situation persists. (1650)"

Evangelical Comparison: The Catholic position creates a legalistic bind where a believer may be trapped in the
single state regardless of the other spouse's actions, under pain of exclusion from the Lord's Table.
Evangelicals generally interpret the ‘'exception clause' in Matthew 19 and the 'Pauline Privilege' in 1
Corinthians 7 as biblical allowances for the dissolution of marriage in specific tragic circumstances, allowing
the innocent party to remarry without the stigma of ongoing adultery.

3. APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION

Assertion: Valid ordination and authority are dependent on an unbroken line of laying on of hands from the
Apostles to current bishops.

"Validly ordained bishops, i.e., those who are in the Iine of apostolic succession, validly confer the three degrees of
the sacrament of Holy Orders. (1576)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text claims that the Holy Spirit's gift is transmitted through a physical lineage
(tactile succession). Evangelicalism asserts that authority comes from the Word of God (Sola Scriptura). If a
church teaches apostolic doctrine, it is apostolic; if a bishop in the line of succession teaches heresy, he has
lost authority (Galatians 1:8). The Catholic view binds the validity of sacraments to this lineage.



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the 'Sacerdotal' nature of the Catholic system. The text claims the
ordained minister acts 'in persona Christi' and possesses 'sacred power.' This implies that Christ's work is
mediated through the Church's hierarchy. Evangelicalism holds that the veil was torn (Matthew 27:51), and every
believer has the status of a priest (1 Peter 2:5), offering spiritual sacrifices. Furthermore, the text's
treatment of marriage as a sacrament that confers saving grace (1601) conflicts with the Evangelical view of
ordinances as symbolic acts of obedience.

Shared Values:

Sanctity of marriage; Opposition to divorce; Male and female created in God's image; The need for church
leadership; Christ as the Head of the Church

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Universal Priesthood — Establishes a hierarchical priesthood with ontological superiority and
exclusive power to mediate grace.
2. [Major] Sola Scriptura — Imposes binding laws (mandatory celibacy, no remarriage even for adultery) that go
beyond or contradict the plain reading of Scripture.

3. [Major] Christology (Sole Mediation) — Suggests that the priest acts 'in the person of Christ' to effect
salvation, obscuring Christ's finished work.

Semantic Warnings:

"Priesthood"

In Text: A specific, ordained sacramental state (Holy Orders) distinct from the laity, empowered to offer the Eucharistic
sacrifice.

Evangelical: The status of all believers who offer spiritual sacrifices (1 Peter 2:5, Romans 12:1).

Example: When the text says 'The ministerial priesthood... differs essentially' from the common priesthood, it denies the
Evangelical concept that the pastor is simply an elder among equals.

"Mystexry"

In Text: Often synonymous with 'Sacrament'—a visible sign that confers invisible grace.
Evangelical: A truth previously hidden but now revealed by God (Colossians 1:26).

Example: Ephesians 5:32 'This is a great mystery' is interpreted by the text as establishing marriage as a sacrament,
whereas Evangelicals view it as a revealed typology of Christ and the Church.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Salvation is a process of sanctification and 'divinization' facilitated by the sacraments.
How Attained: Through the 'means of grace' administered by the hierarchy (Sacraments).

Basis of Assurance: Assurance is found in the objective validity of the sacraments and communion with the
Chuxch, rather than internal witness of the Spirit alone.

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text implies that grace is dispensed through ritual (ex opere operato) rather than
received solely through faith in the finished work of Christ. The exclusion of remarried persons from Communion
implies their salvation is in jeopardy due to their marital status.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Confess baptismal faith before men (14)

2. Spouses must not divorce; what God joined, man must not separate (1614)

3. Divorced and remarried persons must not receive Eucharistic communion (1650)

Priests in the Latin Church must live a celibate life (1579)

[S2 B

Ordination is reserved for baptized men (viri) only (1577)



Implicit Obligations:

1. Submission to the bishop as to Jesus Christ (1567)

2. Acceptance of the Church's tribunal decisions regarding marriage nullity (1629)
3. Preparation for marriage is of prime importance (1632)

Ritual Requirements:

1. Ordination by laying on of hands by a bishop (1538)

2. Marriage normally celebrated during Holy Mass (1621)

3. Exchange of consent in the presence of the Church's minister (1630)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text says the priest acts 'in the person of Christ.' How does that impact your relationship with Jesus
directly? Do you feel you need the priest to reach God?

2. If a person is divorced and remarried, they are excluded from Communion. How does that reconcile with Jesus'
offer of forgiveness to the woman at the well or the woman caught in adultery?

3. The Catechism mentions that the common priesthood and ministerial priesthood differ 'essentially.' What do
you think that means for your own standing before God as a layperson?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Domestic Church — Just as the family is the center of life and learning, God invites us into His family
not through a formal institution, but through adoption as sons and daughters. [Romans 8:15]

2. The Longing for a Father — This reflects the human need for spiritual fatherhood, which is ultimately and
perfectly met in God the Father, to whom we have direct access through the Spirit. [Galatians 4:6]
Spiritual Weight:

1. Dependency/Disempowerment [Severe] — The laity are rendered spiritually dependent on the clergy for the
'medicine of immortality' (Eucharist) and absolution. They cannot access the full means of grace without a
validly ordained man.

2. Legalism/Entrapment [Severe] — Spouses in abusive or destroyed marriages are told they cannot remarry without
committing adultery, potentially trapping them in loneliness or danger to maintain 'validity.'

3. Uncertainty [Moderate] — The validity of sacraments depends on the 'intention' and valid ordination of the
priest. If the 'line of succession' was broken or the priest is invalid, the grace is theoretically in
question.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Sacramental Realism and Ecclesial Authority

Verification Method: Validity is verified by adherence to the correct liturgical form and the authority of the
bishop in communion with Rome.

Evangelical Contrast: Evangelical epistemology is text-based (is this true according to the Bible?), whereas
this text's epistemology is authority-based (is this valid according to the Bishop/Tradition?). See Acts 17:11.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: 1997 (Latin Typical Edition)
Authorship: Promulgated by John Paul II, drafted by a commission led by Joseph Ratzinger.

Textual Issues: The text relies on the Latin Vulgate translation of 'mysterion' as 'sacramentum' in Ephesians
5:32 to justify marriage as a sacrament, a linguistic shift that heavily influenced Western theology.



