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OVERVIEW

Surah 106, titled 'Quraish,' is a short Meccan surah that addresses the dominant tribe of Mecca, the Quraish. In
this translation by Rashad Khalifa, the text emphasizes the blessings bestowed upon the tribe, specifically
highlighting the 'caravans of the winter and the summer.' These refer to the two primary trade routes (to Yemen
and Syria) that established Mecca's economic dominance and survival in a harsh environment. The text argues that
because God (identified specifically here as 'the Lord of this shrine,' referring to the Kaaba) has provided
them with sustenance ('fed them after hunger') and safety ('security after fear'), the Quraish are under a moral
and spiritual obligation to worship Him. Theologically, it grounds the obligation of worship in the receipt of
temporal blessings and establishes a specific link between the deity and the physical sanctuary in Mecca.

KEY FIGURES

The Lord of this Shrine (Allah), Quraish (The ruling tribe of Mecca)

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. PROVIDENTIAL MONOTHEISM

Assertion: God is the direct source of economic stability (caravans) and physical survival (food and security),
and this provision necessitates exclusive worship.

"They shall worship the Lord of this shrine. For He is the One who fed them after hunger [106:003-004]"

Evangelical Comparison: Evangelical theology affirms that God provides for all creation (Common Grace, Matthew
5:45) and that He is the source of every good gift (James 1:17). However, this text links the obligation of
worship specifically to the 'Lord of this shrine' (the Kaaba), localizing the deity in a way that contrasts with
the New Testament teaching that true worship is neither on a specific mountain nor in Jerusalem, but in Spirit
and truth (John 4:21-24). Furthermore, the motivation for worship here is explicitly tied to material success
(caravans) and physical safety, whereas biblical worship is primarily a response to God's holiness and
redemptive work in Christ, regardless of temporal circumstances (Habakkuk 3:17-18).

2. SANCTUARY-CENTRIC WORSHIP

Assertion: The deity is identified specifically as the 'Lord of this shrine' (Kaaba), implying a geographic
center for the faith.

"They shall worship the Lord of this shrine. [106:003]"

Evangelical Comparison: In the Old Testament, God's presence was associated with the Tabernacle/Temple. However,
the New Testament declares that the physical temple is no longer the locus of God's presence. Believers
themselves are the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), and Jesus is the fulfillment of the Temple
(John 2:19-21). This Surah reinforces a geographic center for worship (the Kaaba in Mecca), which is a
regression from the New Covenant reality where God's presence is not bound by hand-made shrines (Acts 17:24).

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the identity of the God being worshipped and the basis of that
worship. In this text, God is the 'Lord of this shrine' (Rabb hadha al-bayt), tying the deity to the Kaaba. In
Evangelicalism, God is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, who dwells not in temples made with hands (Acts
17:24). Furthermore, the motivation for worship in Surah 106 is 'fed them... provided them with security.' While
Christians thank God for these things, the primary motivation for Christian worship is the atoning work of
Christ (Revelation 5:9). The text implies a covenant of works/provision: 'I provide, you worship.' The Gospel
offers a covenant of Grace: 'I have redeemed you; therefore, you are mine.'

Shared Values:

Gratitude to God for provision; God as the sustainer of life (food); God as the protector (security)



Friction Points:
1. [Major] Theology Proper (Nature of God) — Localizes God to a physical shrine ('Lord of this shrine'),
contradicting God's omnipresence and the New Testament teaching that worship is no longer geographic (John
4:21).
2. [Moderate] Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) — Implies a transactional relationship where worship is the payment for
physical provision, rather than a response to unmerited grace in salvation.

3. [Critical] Christology (Sufficiency of Christ) — Centers religious life on a physical shrine rather than on
the person of Christ, who is the true Temple and meeting place between God and man.

Semantic Warnings:

"Lord (Rabb)"
In Text: Master/Sustainer specifically linked to the Kaaba ('this shrine').
Evangelical: YHWH/Adonai, the Creator who is omnipresent and not contained by any physical structure (1 Kings 8:27).

Example: In Surah 106, 'Lord' implies the owner of the Meccan sanctuary. In the Bible, 'Lord' often denotes the Covenant
God of Israel or Jesus Christ as Kyrios.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: In this specific text, 'salvation' is temporal: deliverance from hunger and fear.

How Attained: Implicitly, continued provision is maintained through the worship of the Lord of the shrine.

Basis of Assurance: The visible presence of caravans and food.

Comparison to Sola Fide: This text operates on a 'blessing and obligation' model. There is no mention of sin,
atonement, or faith in a redeemer. It is purely about acknowledging the Provider of temporal goods. Sola Fide
(Romans 3:28) posits that man is justified by faith apart from works; here, the focus is on the work of worship
in exchange for the work of provision.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Cherish the provision/caravans (implied by 'This should be cherished')

2. Worship the Lord of this shrine

Implicit Obligations:

1. Acknowledge that economic success is divinely granted

2. Maintain the sanctity of the shrine (Kaaba)

Ritual Requirements:

1. Pilgrimage/Reverence toward the 'shrine' (Kaaba) is implied by the title 'Lord of this shrine'

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text invites worship because God provided food and security. If you lost your wealth or safety, like Job
did, would the 'Lord of the Shrine' still be worthy of worship?

2. Jesus spoke to a woman who asked about worshipping at a specific mountain or shrine. Do you know what He said
about where the true Father seeks worshippers? (Reference John 4:21-24)

3. This Surah calls God 'The Lord of this shrine.' In the Bible, God says heaven is His throne and earth is His
footstool, and He cannot be contained in a house (Isaiah 66:1). How do you reconcile God's greatness with
being the Lord of a specific building?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. Security after Fear — The text highlights the universal human longing for safety and freedom from fear. The
Gospel offers the ultimate 'security after fear'—not just from bandits or hunger, but from judgment and
death. [Hebrews 2:14-15 (Jesus destroying the one who has the power of death to free those held in slavery by
their fear of death).]



2. Feeding after Hunger — God provides physical food, but Jesus distinguishes between the manna that sustains
temporarily and the Bread of Life that satisfies eternally. [John 6:35 ('I am the bread of life; whoever
comes to me shall not hunger').]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Geographic/Ritual Bondage [Moderate] — The believer is tied to a specific physical location for valid
worship. This creates a burden of orientation (Qibla) and pilgrimage (Hajj) that suggests God is 'more there'
than 'here.' It denies the freedom of the omnipresent Spirit.

2. Transactional Anxiety [Moderate] — By linking worship directly to the receipt of 'winter and summer'
caravans, there is an implicit fear: if the caravans stop (economic downturn), is it because I failed to
worship the Lord of the shrine correctly? It ties spiritual standing to material success.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Empirical Observation interpreted by Revelation

Verification Method: The Quraish are asked to look at their own economic success (winter/summer caravans) and
physical safety as proof of the deity's power.

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology relies on the revelation of God in Christ and Scripture (Hebrews
1:1-2), confirmed by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:16). While nature reveals God's power (Romans 1:20), material
prosperity is not a reliable verification of spiritual truth or God's favor in the New Testament (Luke 12:15).

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Early Meccan Period (approx. 610-615 AD).

Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad as a recitation of Gabriel's revelation.

Textual Issues: Khalifa's translation 'This should be cherished' differs from standard translations like Yusuf
Ali ('For the covenants...'), reflecting Khalifa's interpretive emphasis. However, the core command to worship
the Lord of the House remains consistent across translations.


