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OVERVIEW

Surah 114, known as Al-Nas (The People), is the final chapter of the Quran and serves as an apotropaic prayer—a
formula for warding off evil. In Rashad Khalifa's 1978 translation, the text opens with the imperative 'Say,'
indicating a dictated revelation intended for recitation. The Surah instructs the believer to seek refuge in the
threefold attribute of the Divine: as the Lord (Rabb), King (Malik), and God (Ilah) of mankind. This progression
emphasizes God's absolute sovereignty, ownership, and divinity over humanity. The specific threat identified is
the 'sneaky whisperer' (al-waswas), a source of subtle, insidious temptation that targets the 'chests'
(hearts/minds) of people. The text categorizes these tempters as originating from both 'jinns' (unseen spiritual
beings) and 'people' (humans). Theologically, it establishes a worldview of spiritual warfare where the
believer's primary defense is the invocation of God's protection against the psychological and spiritual
intrusion of evil.

KEY FIGURES

God (The Lord, King, and God of the people), The Sneaky Whisperer (The source of evil suggestion), Jinns, The
People (Mankind)

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. ABSOLUTE MONOTHEISM (TAWHID)

Assertion: God is the sole Lord, King, and God of all people, possessing total sovereignty and the exclusive
right to be sought for refuge.

""Lord of the people... King of the people... God of the people.""

Evangelical Comparison: The text presents a strict monotheistic hierarchy: Lord (sustainer), King (ruler), and
God (object of worship). While Evangelical Christianity affirms these titles for the Godhead (Psalm 47:7, Psalm
95:6), the Islamic context implies a Unitarian monotheism that implicitly rejects the Trinity. In Evangelical
theology, Jesus Christ is also recognized as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16), whereas this
text centers all titles on a singular, undifferentiated Divine essence.

2. SPIRITUAL WARFARE VIA SUGGESTION

Assertion: Evil operates primarily through 'whispering' or subtle suggestion into the inner being (chest) of
humans.

""From the evils of sneaky whisperers. Who whisper into the chests of the people.""

Evangelical Comparison: The text identifies the mechanism of evil as external suggestion injected into the
'chest.' Evangelical theology acknowledges Satanic deception (2 Corinthians 11:3) but places equal or greater
weight on the 'flesh' or indwelling sin (Romans 7:18) as an internal source of corruption. The Quranic view here
externalizes the source of sin (the whisperer) more than the biblical view of total depravity.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Partial

Theological Gap: While the desire for protection from evil is shared, the mechanism differs fundamentally. In
this text, the believer appeals directly to the 'Lord of the people' through the act of recitation. In
Evangelicalism, the believer is protected by the blood of Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13,
Revelation 12:11). The text assumes the believer can approach the Holy King directly for refuge, bypassing the
biblical necessity of a Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5) to bridge the gap between a Holy God and sinful man.

Shared Values:

Monotheism; Reality of spiritual evil/Satan; God as the ultimate protector; The vulnerability of the human
heart/mind



Friction Points:
1. [Major] Theology Proper (Trinity) — The threefold repetition (Lord, King, God) reinforces a Unitarian
concept of God, implicitly denying the Trinitarian nature revealed in the New Testament.

2. [Critical] Christology (Mediation) — The text assumes direct access to the 'King of the people' for
protection without a mediator or atonement.

Semantic Warnings:

"Jinn"
In Text: A distinct class of created spiritual beings, made of smokeless fire, capable of whispering evil.
Evangelical: Not a biblical category; Christianity recognizes angels and fallen angels (demons), but not a third race of
moral beings like Jinn.

Example: In Islam, the Devil (Iblis) is often considered a Jinn; in Christianity, Satan is a fallen angel.

"Whisper"
In Text: Subtle suggestion (waswas) injected into the chest/heart.
Evangelical: Temptation (often involving deception), but the Bible also emphasizes the 'flesh' (internal corruption) as a
source of sin.

Example: This text implies evil is an intrusion; James 1:14 says each person is tempted when they are dragged away by
their *own* evil desire.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: In this context, salvation is preservation from the influence of evil spirits and deception.

How Attained: By obeying the command to 'Say' (recite) and actively seeking refuge in God.

Basis of Assurance: Reliance on the power of God's names (Lord, King, God) invoked through the text.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Contrasts with Sola Fide; protection here is contingent on the believer's action of
seeking refuge, whereas biblical security is based on the finished work of Christ (Romans 8:38-39).

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Say (Recite/Declare)

2. Seek refuge in the Lord, King, and God of the people

Implicit Obligations:

1. Acknowledge the existence of Jinns

2. Maintain vigilance against internal thoughts/whispers

3. Depend solely on God for spiritual protection

Ritual Requirements:

1. Recitation of this Surah (implied by the command 'Say' and Islamic tradition of using this for protection)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text mentions 'sneaky whisperers' in the chest. Do you feel that evil comes only from outside whispers,
or do you ever feel it comes from your own desires?

2. When you seek refuge in the King of the people, how do you know He accepts you despite your past mistakes?

3. This Surah is a prayer for protection. In the Bible, Jesus says, 'I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish.' How does that promise compare to the protection you seek daily?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. Seeking Refuge — The universal human need for a sanctuary from evil. Christ is the ultimate 'City of Refuge'
and the 'Strong Tower.' [Proverbs 18:10 - "The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it



and are safe."]

2. The Whisperer — Acknowledges the reality of spiritual attack. This bridges to the Christian understanding of
the 'Accuser' (Satan) and the need for an Advocate (Jesus). [1 John 2:1 - "But if anybody does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One."]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Fear/Vigilance [Moderate] — The believer must be constantly on guard against invisible 'sneaky whisperers'
and must repeatedly invoke protection, creating a cycle of fear regarding unseen spiritual contamination.

2. Performance/Ritual Reliance [Moderate] — Safety is linked to the performance of the recitation ('Say'). If
the believer forgets or fails to recite, they may feel vulnerable to the 'evils,' lacking the assurance of
permanent indwelling security.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Direct Revelation (Dictation)

Verification Method: Self-authenticating experience of protection; acceptance of the Prophet's claim.

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology relies on the historical verification of the Resurrection and the
closed canon of Scripture (Hebrews 1:1-2), whereas this text relies on the authority of the reciter (Muhammad)
receiving a command.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Early Meccan Period (Traditional)

Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad (via Gabriel); Khalifa translation (1978).

Textual Issues: Khalifa translates 'al-waswas al-khannas' as 'sneaky whisperers.' Standard translations often
use 'the retreating whisperer' or 'the whisperer who withdraws.' Khalifa's choice emphasizes the deceptive
nature rather than the action of withdrawing when God is mentioned.


