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OVERVIEW

Surah 24, known as An-Nur (The Light), is a Medinan chapter that focuses heavily on establishing the social and
moral fabric of the Muslim community. It begins with emphatic 1legal decrees regarding sexual morality,
prescribing corporal punishment (flogging) for fornication/adultery and for falsely accusing chaste women
(Qadhf). The text addresses a specific historical incident of slander (historically known as the Affair of the
Necklace involving Aisha, though not named here), using it to establish evidentiary standards requiring four
witnesses for accusations of sexual misconduct. Beyond the legal code, the Surah provides detailed instructions
on domestic privacy, modesty (hijab), and the segregation of sexes to prevent immorality. Central to the chapter
is the famous 'Verse of Light' (Ayat an-Nur), a mystical allegory describing God as the light of the heavens and
the earth, contrasting the guidance of the believer with the darkness of the disbeliever. The text concludes by
emphasizing the absolute sovereignty of God and the necessity of total obedience to His Messenger as the
criterion for faith and success. In the Khalifa translation, specific emphasis is placed on 'Contact Prayers'
and the rational structure of the law.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. CORPORAL PUNISHMENT FOR SIN

Assertion: Sexual immorality (adultery/fornication) and slander are criminal offenses punishable by 100 and 80
lashes respectively.

"The adulteress and the adulterer you shall whip each of them a hundred lashes. Do not be swayed by pity... (24:2)"

Evangelical Comparison: The Surah mandates physical retribution ('whip each of them a hundred lashes') and
explicitly forbids pity during the execution of the sentence. This establishes a theocratic legalism where sin
is expiated or punished through physical pain administered by the community. In contrast, Evangelical theology
operates under the New Covenant where civil punishment is the domain of the state (Romans 13), but spiritual
discipline aims for restoration (Galatians 6:1). Jesus specifically intervened in a similar execution scenario
(John 8), shifting the focus from corporal punishment to spiritual transformation ('Go and sin no more').

2. DIVINE LIGHT AND GUIDANCE

Assertion: God is the abstract Light of the heavens and earth, guiding whom He wills through parables and
revelation.

"GOD is the 1light of the heavens and the earth. The allegory of His 1light is that of a concave mirror behind a Iamp...
(24:35)"

Evangelical Comparison: The 'Verse of Light' presents a beautiful but impersonal or allegorical representation
of God's nature ('Light upon light'). It suggests illumination comes through the recitation of God's name and
adherence to the message. Evangelical theology holds that the 'Light' has a name and a face: Jesus Christ (John
1:4-9). The knowledge of the glory of God is found specifically 'in the face of Christ' (2 Corinthians 4:6), not
merely in an abstract concept of monotheistic illumination.

3. CONDITIONAL MERCY VIA OBEDIENCE

Assertion: Mercy and guidance are contingent upon obeying the Messenger and performing religious duties.

"You shall observe the Contact Prayers (Salat) and give the obligatory charity (Zakat), and obey the messenger, that you
may attain mercy. (24:56)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text structures salvation as a transaction: perform prayers, give charity, and obey

the messenger 'that you may attain mercy.' This is the classic definition of works-righteousness. Evangelical
soteriology inverts this order completely: Mercy is given freely by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) while

we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8), and good works follow as the fruit, not the root, of salvation.



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the mechanism of righteousness. Surah 24 establishes a system where
righteousness is achieved through strict adherence to social laws, ritual prayer, and the physical punishment of
sin. It is a 'holiness code' similar to Leviticus but without a sacrificial atonement system. Evangelical
Christianity posits that the law reveals sin but cannot cure it (Romans 3:20). The gap is the absence of a
Savior; in this text, the believer saves themselves through submission and obedience, whereas in the Gospel,
Christ saves the helpless sinner.

Shared Values:

Sanctity of marriage; Prohibition of adultery; Importance of truthfulness; Charity to the poor; Modesty

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Fide (Faith Alone) — Salvation and mercy are explicitly conditional on works (prayer,
charity, obedience).
2. [Major] Theology Proper (Trinity) — Presents a Unitarian God whose 'light' is an attribute/allegory,
implicitly denying the Incarnation of the Light (Jesus).

3. [Critical] Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) — Institutes a penal code where sin is paid for by human suffering
(lashes) rather than Christ's suffering.

Semantic Warnings:

"Believer (Mu'min)"
In Text: One who obeys God and the Messenger, performs Salat/Zakat, and accepts the Quranic law.
Evangelical: One who trusts solely in the finished work of Jesus Christ for salvation.

Example: In 24:62, a 'true believer' is defined by not leaving a meeting without the Messenger's permission. In Acts
16:31, a believer is one who trusts on the Lord Jesus Christ.

"Light (Nux)"
In Text: Guidance, the Quran, or an allegorical attribute of God.
Evangelical: The Person of Jesus Christ (John 8:12) and the holiness of God (1 John 1:5).

Example: The Surah calls God the 'light of the heavens' (allegory), whereas Jesus says 'I am the 1light of the world'
(incarnation).

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Attaining mexrcy, forgiveness, and being made 'sovereigns on earth' (v. 55).
How Attained: Through belief, righteous life, prayer, charity, and obedience to the Messenger.

Basis of Assurance: There is no assurance of salvation, only a promise of earthly succession and potential mercy
if one obeys.

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text asks, 'Do you not love to attain GOD's forgiveness?' (v. 22) in the context of
being charitable. It 1links forgiveness to human action. Sola Fide links forgiveness to Christ's action
(Ephesians 1:7).

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Whip adulterers 100 lashes (v. 2)

2. Whip slanderers 80 lashes (v. 4)

3. Do not accept testimony from slanderers (v. 4)

4. Do not enter homes without permission and greeting (v. 27)

[63]

Men must subdue their eyes (v. 30)
6. Women must subdue eyes and cover chests (v. 31)

7. Encourage the single to marry (v. 32)



8.

Obey God and the Messenger (v. 54)

Implicit Obligations:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Public witnessing of punishment (v. 2)
Social surveillance of community morality
Segregation of sexes in domestic and social spheres

Financial support of the poor to facilitate marriage

Ritual Requirements:

1.
2.

3.

Contact Prayers (Salat) (v. 56)
Obligatory Charity (Zakat) (v. 56)

Swearing oaths by God (Lian) in legal disputes (v. 6-9)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1.

The Surah commands 100 lashes for adultery. Jesus intervened to stop the stoning of an adulteress (John 8).
Which approach do you feel better reflects the heart of a merciful God?

Verse 35 describes God as Light in a beautiful allegory. In the Gospel, Jesus says, 'I am the Light of the
world.' Is it possible that the 'Light' is a Person, not just a concept?

. The text says to 'subdue your eyes' to be pure. Have you ever failed to do that? If so, how do you deal with

the guilt if the standard is absolute purity?

Redemptive Analogies:

1.

The Light (An-Nur) — Humanity craves this divine light to dispel darkness. The Gospel identifies this Light
not as a lamp in a niche, but as Jesus Christ who entered our darkness. [John 1:4-5, 9: 'In him was life, and
that 1life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness...']

The need for witnesses/defense against accusation — We all stand accused by the Law. We have an Advocate
(defense attorney) with the Father who defends us against the accuser. [1 John 2:1: '...we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.']

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance Anxiety [Moderate] — The believer must constantly monitor their gaze, dress, and social
interactions to maintain purity. Salvation is linked to this performance ('that you may succeed'), creating a
perpetual fear of falling short.

2. Fear of Public Shame [Severe] — The threat of public flogging (witnessed by a group of believers) for moral
failure creates a culture of fear and hiding sin rather than confessing and healing.

3. Uncertainty [Moderate] — Despite all the rules, the text says God guides 'whomever He wills' (v. 35, 46),
leaving the believer unsure if they are truly among the guided.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Revelation (Wah'y) interpreted through the Messenger.

Verification Method: Submission to the text's commands and observing the natural world (clouds, rain, birds) as
signs of God's power (v. 41-45).

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology relies on the witness of the Spirit through the written Word of God
(1 Corinthians 2:12-13) and the historical reality of the Resurrection, rather than the self-referential claim
of a new text.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Medinan period (approx. 626-627 AD), post-Battle of the Trench.

Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad (Divine Revelation); Khalifa translation (1978).



Textual Issues: Khalifa's translation uses 'Contact Prayers' for Salat and 'Obligatory Charity' for Zakat,
reflecting his specific theological interpretive lens. He also translates 'Allah' as 'GOD' in all caps.



