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OVERVIEW

Surah 30, titled 'The Romans' (Al-Rum), is a Meccan surah that begins with a specific historical prophecy: the
defeat of the Byzantine Romans by the Persians and their predicted resurgence within a few years. This prophecy
serves as the foundational evidence for the text's central claim—that God possesses absolute control over
history and the future. From this historical anchor, the text transitions into a series of 'signs' (Ayat) found
in the natural world, including the creation of humans from dust, the institution of marriage for tranquility,
the variation of languages, and the cycles of rain and vegetation. These natural phenomena are presented as
rational proofs for God's existence and power to resurrect the dead. Theologically, the Surah emphasizes 'Fitra’
(natural instinct), asserting that strict monotheism is the natural state of humanity, while idolatry and
sectarianism are deviations. The text presents a soteriology based on merit: those who believe and lead a
righteous 1life will be strengthened and zrewarded, while disbelievers and idolaters face zretribution. It
concludes with an exhortation to the Messenger to persevere, reinforcing that the Quranic message is clear to
those with understanding, while hearts are sealed against those who reject it. In the Khalifa translation,
specific emphasis is placed on 'Contact Prayers' and the rejection of intercession by idols.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. STRICT MONOTHEISM (TAWHID)

Assertion: God is the sole creator, sustainer, and judge, with no partners or intercessors.
"He is much too exalted to have any partners. (30:40)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts a Unitarian monotheism that views the attribution of 'partners' to God
as the highest sin (Shirk). In Surah 30:40, the text asks rhetorically if any idols can create, provide, or
resurrect, concluding that God is exalted above partners. This stands in direct contrast to the Evangelical
understanding of the Trinity, where Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are co-eternal and co-equal with the
Father. Furthermore, verse 13 states idols have no power to intercede, which Islam often applies to the
Christian concept of Jesus's mediation (1 Timothy 2:5).

2. FITRA (NATURAL DISPOSITION)
Assertion: Strict monotheism is the natural instinct placed into people by God at creation.

"Such is the natural instinct placed into the people by GOD. Such creation of GOD will never change. (30:30)"

Evangelical Comparison: Surah 30:30 defines the 'perfect religion' as a natural instinct (Fitra) inherent in
creation. This implies that humans are born spiritually neutral or positively inclined toward God and only
deviate due to external influence. Evangelical theology, conversely, teaches Total Depravity or Original Sin
(Romans 3:10-12, Ephesians 2:1-3), asserting that humans are born with a sin nature that is actively hostile to
God and incapable of seeking Him without the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit.

3. MERIT-BASED SOTERIOLOGY

Assertion: Salvation and spiritual development are the result of belief combined with righteous works.

"Whoever disbelieves, disbelieves to the detriment of his own soul, while those who lead a righteous 1life, do so to
strengthen and develop their own souls. (30:44)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text explicitly links the strengthening of the soul and the attainment of Paradise
to the human action of 'leading a righteous life' (30:15, 30:44). It presents a transactional model where God
'generously recompenses' (30:45) those who perform well. This is the antithesis of Sola Fide (Faith Alone),
where justification is a gift of grace received through faith apart from works (Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5),
based entirely on the finished work of Christ rather than the believer's self-development.



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the nature of God and the means of salvation. Surah 30 presents God
as a solitary monad who creates and judges, explicitly rejecting 'partners' (which includes the Christian
Trinity). Salvation is described in verse 44 as a process where humans 'strengthen and develop their own souls'
through righteous acts. This is a system of self-atonement. Evangelicalism posits that the soul is dead in sin
(Ephesians 2:1) and cannot strengthen itself; it requires a substitutionary sacrifice (Christ) to satisfy God's
justice. The text's rejection of intercession (30:13) further isolates the believer from the advocacy of Christ
(1 John 2:1).

Shared Values:

Sovereignty of God over history; Creation ex nihilo; Sanctity of marriage; Resurrection of the dead; Judgment
Day; Charity to the poor

Friction Points:

1. [Critical] Theology Proper (Trinity) — Explicit denial of partners or associates with God (30:40), rejecting
the deity of Christ.

2. [Critical] Christology (Mediator) — Denial of intercession (30:13) and the sufficiency of a mediator.

3. [Major] Anthropology (Original Sin) — Assertion of 'Fitra' (30:30) claims humans are born with a natural
instinct for true religion, denying inherited sin.

4. [Critical] Sola Fide — Salvation is contingent on 'leading a righteous life' to 'strengthen' the soul
(30:44).

Semantic Warnings:

"Believer"
In Text: One who accepts the Quran, strict monotheism, and performs the required works.
Evangelical: One who trusts solely in the person and finished work of Jesus Christ for salvation.

Example: In 30:45, God recompenses 'those who believe.' In the text, this excludes Trinitarian Christians; in the Bible,
this specifically identifies those trusting in Jesus (John 3:16).

"Idol Woxship (Shirk)"
In Text: Associating any partners with God, which includes the Christian concept of Jesus as God.
Evangelical: Worshiping created things; distinct from worshiping the Triune God.

Example: The command 'do not ever fall into idol worship' (30:31) is interpreted in Islam as a prohibition against praying
to Jesus.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Entrance into Paradise and avoidance of Retribution/Hell (30:15-16).
How Attained: By believing (in Tawhid/Quran) and leading a righteous life (30:15, 45).

Basis of Assurance: None guaranteed; dependent on God's will ('He grants victory to whomever He wills' - 30:5)
and human performance.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly opposes Sola Fide. Verse 44 states righteous acts are for the 'benefit' or
'strengthening’' of the soul, implying works are the mechanism of spiritual preservation, whereas Romans 3:28
states a man is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Glorify GOD when you retire at night, and when you rise in the morning (30:17)
2. Devote yourself to the religion of strict monotheism (30:30)

3. Submit to Him, reverence Him, observe the Contact Prayers (Salat) (30:31)

4. Do not ever fall into idol worship (30:31)



5. Give the relatives their rightful share, as well as the poor, and the traveling alien (30:38)
6. Roam the earth and note the consequences for those before you (30:42)

7. Appreciate GOD's continuous mercy (30:50)

8. Steadfastly persevere (30:60)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Rejection of religious sectarianism (30:32)

2. Observation of nature as a theological duty to recognize God's signs (30:20-25)

3. Avoidance of usury (30:39)

Ritual Requirements:

1. Contact Prayers (Salat) (30:31)

2. Charity (Zakat/Sadaqah) (30:38-39)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. In verse 44, it says those who lead a righteous life do so to 'strengthen and develop their own souls.' How
do you know when your soul is strong enough to meet God?

2. Verse 30 mentions the 'natural instinct' (Fitra) to worship one God. If that is natural, why does verse 9 say
people 'wronged their own souls'? What is the source of that wrong if our nature is good?

3. The text speaks beautifully about God reviving the dead land (v. 19). How does God revive a 'dead heart' that
has sinned against Him?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. Reviving the Dead Land — Just as rain brings life to a dead desert, the Holy Spirit brings life to a soul
dead in trespasses and sins. We cannot revive ourselves; the water must come from above. [Ephesians 2:1, 4-5
('And you were dead in the trespasses and sins... God... made us alive together with Christ')]

2. The Desire for Tranquility in Marriage — The deep longing for intimacy and peace in marriage is a shadow of
the wultimate marriage between Christ and His Church. Human marriage is a sign pointing to the Gospel.
[Ephesians 5:31-32 ('This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the chuxrch.')]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Isolation [Severe] — The rejection of a mediator (30:13) leaves the adherent to face the Almighty God alone,

with no advocate to plead their case.

2. Fear of Arbitrary Will [Moderate] — Verse 5 states God grants victory to 'whomever He wills,' and verse 37
says He increases or reduces provision at will. Without the covenant assurance of Romans 8:28, this creates
anxiety about God's capricious favor.

3. Performance Pressure [Severe] — The teaching that righteous works 'strengthen and develop' the soul (30:44)
places the entire burden of spiritual fitness on the individual's performance.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Combination of Special Revelation (Quran) and General Revelation (Natural Theology/Signs).

Verification Method: Adherents are instructed to 'roam the earth' (30:9, 42) to see historical consequences and
to reflect on natural phenomena (30:20-25) as proofs.

Evangelical Contrast: While the Bible affirms creation reveals God's power (Romans 1:20), it teaches that saving
knowledge comes only through the specific revelation of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-2). This text assumes that
rational reflection on nature leads to Islamic monotheism, whereas the Bible teaches it renders man without
excuse but cannot save.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Meccan Period (approx. 615 AD), shortly after the Persian victory over the Romans.



Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad via Gabrielic revelation; Khalifa translation (1978) claims to purify the
text.

Textual Issues: Khalifa's translation is idiosyncratic, often translating 'Salat' as 'Contact Prayers' and

interpreting verses to fit his 'Code 19' mathematical theory. He may translate 'Allah' strictly as 'GOD' in all
caps.



