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OVERVIEW

Surah 32, titled 'As-Sajdah' (The Prostration), serves as a comprehensive theological treatise within the
Islamic canon, presented here in Rashad Khalifa's translation. The text begins by defending the Quran against
accusations of fabrication, establishing it as a necessary warning for a people previously unreached. It
proceeds to outline a cosmology where God is the sole Creator and Governor, explicitly denying the existence of
any intercessor beside Him—a direct challenge to Christian Christology. The narrative moves to anthropology,
describing humanity's creation from clay and fluid, and the infusion of the divine spirit. The central tension
of the text is eschatological: the denial of resurrection by skeptics versus the certainty of judgment. The text
presents a terrifying scene of the guilty pleading for a second chance, only to be met with a divine decree that
Hell must be filled with jinns and humans as a matter of predestination. Conversely, true believers are depicted
as those who physically prostrate, forsake sleep for prayer, and give charity, earning them a reward based on
their works. The Surah concludes with historical appeals to the ruins of past generations and natural theology
(rain reviving dead land) as proofs of God's power, ending with a command to disregard the disbelievers and wait
for the final victory.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. ABSOLUTE UNITARIANISM & DENIAL OF INTERCESSION

Assertion: God is the sole authority with no partners, and there is no mediator or intercessor available to
humanity.

"You have none beside Him as Lord, nor do you have an intercessor. [032:004]"

Evangelical Comparison: While Evangelical Christianity holds that Jesus Christ is the necessary High Priest who
intercedes for the saints (Hebrews 7:25, 1 Timothy 2:5), this text explicitly negates the category of
'intercessor' entirely. In this Islamic framework, the individual stands naked before the Absolute Sovereign
without an advocate. This removes the assurance provided by Christ's finished work and places the burden of
defense entirely on the individual's submission and works.

2. SOTERIOLOGY BY MERIT (WORKS-RIGHTEOUSNESS)

Assertion: Eternal Paradise is a reward that is 'deserved' and granted 'in return' for righteous works.

"As for those who believe and lead a righteous life, they have deserved the eternal Paradise. Such is their abode, in
return for their works. [032:019]"

Evangelical Comparison: Evangelical theology teaches that salvation is a gift of God, not of works, lest any man
should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). This text, however, uses transactional language ('deserved', 'in return for'),
suggesting that human effort obligates God to grant Paradise. The believer's entry into heaven is contingent
upon their performance (prostration, charity, night prayers) rather than the imputed righteousness of a Savior.

3. DETERMINISTIC PREDESTINATION TO HELL

Assertion: God could have guided everyone but chose not to, in order to fulfill a decree to fill Hell.

"Had we willed, we could have given every soul its guidance, but it is already predetermined that I will fill Hell with
jinns and humans, all together. [032:013]"

Evangelical Comparison: While some Reformed Evangelical traditions hold to election, the biblical witness
emphasizes God's desire that all be saved (1 Timothy 2:4) and that hell was prepared for the devil and his
angels (Matthew 25:41), not primarily as a container God desires to fill with humans. This text suggests God
withholds guidance specifically to satisfy a quota for Hell, presenting a theological hurdle regarding the
benevolence of God.



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental incompatibility lies in the mechanism of salvation and the nature of God.
Evangelicalism posits a Holy God who satisfies His own justice through the substitutionary atonement of Jesus
Christ (Romans 3:23-26). Surah 32 posits a Sovereign God who demands submission and works, explicitly removing
the 'Intercessor' (Christ) from the equation (v4). Furthermore, the text asserts that human beings 'deserve'
paradise through their works (v19), a concept alien to the biblical understanding of human depravity and the
necessity of grace. The text also introduces a fatalistic determinism (v13) that attributes the population of
Hell to God's active will rather than human rebellion alone.

Shared Values:

Monotheism (One Creator); Creation ex nihilo (or from clay); Reality of Judgment Day; Existence of Heaven and
Hell; Necessity of Charity and Prayer

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Christology (Mediatorship) — Explicit denial of any intercessor beside God (v4).

2. [Major] Theology Proper (Nature of God) — God is the author of the decree to fill Hell, withholding guidance
to ensure it happens (v13).

3. [Critical] Sola Fide (Faith Alone) — Salvation is explicitly stated as a reward 'in return for' works (v19).

Semantic Warnings:

"Believer (Mu'min)"
In Text: One who accepts the Quran, prostrates physically, and performs righteous works to earn paradise.
Evangelical: One who trusts solely in the finished work of Christ for salvation.

Example: In Surah 32:18, a 'believer' is contrasted with the wicked, but the definition relies on acceptance of the
Quranic message, not biblical faith.

"Spirit (Ruh)"
In Text: A created life-force blown into the human form by God (v9).
Evangelical: Can refer to the human spirit, but often refers to the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity.

Example: God blowing 'His spirit' into man in v9 is an act of creation/animation, not the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
for regeneration as in Titus 3:5.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Escape from the Fire and entry into eternal Paradise (Gardens).

How Attained: By believing the revelations, prostrating, praising God, forsaking beds for prayer, and giving
charity (Works).

Basis of Assurance: There is no assurance; one hopes for mercy, but the decree (v13) creates uncertainty.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly opposed. Verse 19 states Paradise is 'deserved' due to works; Romans 4:4-5
states that to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation, but faith is credited
as righteousness.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Take heed of the warning (v4)

2. Disregard the disbelievers and wait (v30)

3. Say to the disbelievers regarding death (v11)

4. Say regarding the victory (v29)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Accept the Quran as divine revelation without doubt

2. Acknowledge creation in six days



3. Fear the Day of Judgment

Ritual Requirements:

1. Physical prostration (Sajdah) upon hearing revelations (v15)

2. Night prayers/vigils (forsaking beds) (v16)

3. Giving of charity/provisions (v16)

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. In verse 4, it says there is no intercessor beside God. If you stand before a perfect Judge with your own
sins, and you have no defense attorney (intercessor), how can you be confident in the verdict?

2. Verse 13 says God has already determined to fill Hell with people and could have guided them but chose not
to. How does that make you feel about God's love for you personally?

3. Verse 19 says Paradise is a reward 'in return for' works. How many works are enough to pay for an eternal
paradise? Do you know if you have reached that amount?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Water of Life — Just as God sends water to dead land to bring life, Jesus offers 'living water' (John
4:14) to dead souls. We cannot revive ourselves (like the barren land); we need the external water of the
Spirit. [John 7:37-38]

2. The Certainty of Meeting the Lord — The text emphasizes the inevitability of meeting God. The Gospel provides
the only way to meet Him with joy rather than terror—by being clothed in Christ. [Hebrews 9:27-28]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Isolation/Lack of Advocacy [Severe] — The explicit removal of an intercessor (v4) leaves the believer
spiritually isolated, having to face the absolute power of God alone, defending their own case based on their
own merit.

2. Fear of Arbitrary Determinism [Severe] — Verse 13 suggests that one's damnation might simply be a fulfillment
of God's quota for Hell, regardless of what guidance was theoretically available. This creates deep
insecurity about God's character.

3. Performance Anxiety [Moderate] — The requirement to 'forsake beds' (v16) and the statement that paradise is
'in return for works' (v19) creates a treadmill of religious performance where one can never be sure they
have done enough.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Revelation (The Book) confirmed by Natural Theology and Historical Observation.

Verification Method: Observation of nature (rain/crops - v27) and observation of history (ruins of past
generations - v26).

Evangelical Contrast: While the Bible affirms natural revelation (Romans 1:20), it posits that special
revelation is found in Christ and the Bible. This text demands acceptance of the Quran as the final arbiter of
truth, rejecting the biblical gospel as 'fabrication' or insufficient.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Meccan Period (Middle Meccan).

Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad (Divine Revelation via Gabriel in Islamic view); Khalifa translation (1978).

Textual Issues: Khalifa's translation is generally idiosyncratic (e.g., 'A.L.M.' left untranslated or
interpreted mathematically in his other works). Verse 5's 'one thousand years' is a point of discussion
regarding relativity or contradiction with Surah 70:4 (50,000 years).


