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OVERVIEW

Surah 44, known as Ad-Dukhan (The Smoke), is a Meccan surah that focuses heavily on eschatology, the validation
of prophetic authority, and the consequences of unbelief. The text opens by declaring the Quran's divine origin,
sent down on a 'blessed night' (often associated with Laylat al-Qadr) to serve as a warning. The central
thematic tension is between the 'enlightening scripture' and the skepticism of the people who demand to see
their forefathers resurrected as proof of the afterlife. To substantiate its claims, the text invokes the
historical precedent of Moses (Musa) and Pharaoh (Fir'aun). It describes Pharaoh's arrogance, his rejection of
the 'honorable messenger,' and the subsequent destruction of his people by drowning, while the Children of
Israel were saved—only to be tested themselves. This narrative serves as a direct warning to the contemporaries
of the Islamic prophet: just as powerful civilizations like the people of Tubba' were annihilated for their
crimes, so too will current rejecters face the 'Day of Decision.' The text concludes with a vivid, sensory
contrast between the torments of Hell—featuring the 'tree of bitterness' and boiling drinks—and the luxurious,
sensual rewards of Paradise, emphasizing that this revelation is a mercy clarified in the Arabic tongue.

KEY FIGURES

God (Allah), The Messenger (Muhammad, implied addressee), Moses (Musa), Pharaoh (Fir'aun), The Children of
Israel, The People of Tubba', The Righteous (Muttaqun), The Sinful (Athim)

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. STRICT MONOTHEISM (TAWHID)

Assertion: There is no god beside Him; He controls life and death and is the Lord of the heavens and earth.

"There is no other god beside Him. He controls life and death; your Lord and the Lord of your ancestors. (44:8)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts a strict Unitarian monotheism ('No other god beside Him'), which stands
in direct opposition to the Evangelical doctrine of the Trinity. While Evangelicals affirm one God, they
recognize three distinct persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit). This text presents God primarily as a sovereign
master and judge, emphasizing His control over life and death without the relational intimacy of the Fatherhood
of God found in the New Testament (e.g., Romans 8:15).

2. RETRIBUTIVE ESCHATOLOGY

Assertion: Judgment is certain; the wicked will be physically tortured with boiling lye and the tree of
bitterness, while the righteous enjoy physical luxury.

"Surely, the tree of bitterness - will provide the food for the sinful. Like lye, it will boil in the stomachs. (44:43-
45)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text describes Hell and Heaven in intensely physical, sensory terms. Hell is a place
of boiling stomachs and bitter food, while Heaven is a place of velvet, satin, and spouses. Evangelical theology
teaches a literal Hell and Heaven but emphasizes the spiritual dimension: Hell is the tragedy of eternal
separation from God's goodness (2 Thessalonians 1:9), and Heaven is the joy of the Beatific Vision and communion
with Christ (Revelation 21:3), rather than primarily a place of sensual indulgence.

3. PROPHETIC VALIDATION VIA HISTORY

Assertion: The rejection of current revelation is paralleled by the rejection of Moses by Pharaoh; destruction
is the inevitable result of rejecting a messenger.

"We have tested before them the people of Pharaoh; an honorable messenger went to them. (44:17)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text utilizes the narrative of Moses not to point toward the Messiah (as in Hebrews
3 or Acts 7) but to establish a pattern of 'Messenger vs. Tyrant' that validates Muhammad's authority. In
Evangelicalism, Moses is a type of Christ and a lawgiver whose covenant is fulfilled in Jesus. Here, Moses is a
prototype for the Quranic messenger, implying that rejecting the Quran is equivalent to Pharaoh rejecting Moses.



COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the mechanism of salvation and the nature of God's relationship to
humanity. In this text, humanity is divided into the 'righteous' and the 'sinful' based on their response to the
messenger and their moral performance. There is no mention of a Redeemer who bears the penalty for the sinner.
The 'mercy' mentioned (44:6) is the sending of the warning itself, not a sacrificial act of love. Evangelicalism
posits that all are 'sinful' and can only be reckoned 'righteous' through the imputed righteousness of Christ
(Romans 3:23-24). Furthermore, the text's depiction of God is strictly transcendent and retributive, lacking the
Trinitarian intimacy of the Gospel.

Shared Values:

Monotheism; Reality of Divine Judgment; Existence of Heaven and Hell; Resurrection of the dead; Moses as a man
of God

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Theology Proper (Trinity) — Explicit denial of any deity beside the Creator, rejecting the
divinity of Christ and the Holy Spirit.

2. [Critical] Sola Fide (Faith Alone) — Salvation is framed as a reward for the 'righteous' who heeded
warnings, rather than a gift of grace to the ungodly.

3. [Major] Sola Scriptura — Asserts the Quran is the 'enlightening scripture' that clarifies all wisdom,
displacing the Bible.

Semantic Warnings:

"Mercy"
In Text: God sending a messenger to warn people so they can avoid punishment; also, the rescue of the righteous.
Evangelical: God withholding deserved punishment and offering grace through the atonement of Christ (Ephesians 2:4-5).

Example: In 44:6, the scripture is a 'mercy from your Lord' because it warns. In Titus 3:5, God saved us 'according to his
mercy' through regeneration.

"Believer"
In Text: One who accepts the messenger's warning and the oneness of God.
Evangelical: One who trusts specifically in the finished work of Jesus Christ for salvation (Acts 16:31).

Example: The people in 44:12 cry 'we are believers' only when punishment arrives, implying belief is intellectual assent
to reality.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Deliverance from the 'humiliating persecution' of Hell and entry into gardens with spouses
and fruit.

How Attained: By being 'righteous' (Muttaqun), heeding the messenger, and not transgressing.

Basis of Assurance: There is no assurance offered until the 'Day of Decision'; the text emphasizes the
uncertainty and the test.

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly contradicts Sola Fide. In 44:51, the 'righteous' are secure, implying their
status is self-maintained or earned, whereas Romans 4:5 justifies the one who 'does not work but trusts God who
justifies the ungodly.'

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Watch for the day when the sky brings a profound smoke (44:10)

2. Do not transgress against GOD (44:19)

3. Wait; they too will have to wait (44:59)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Believe in the resurrection despite lack of immediate empirical proof



2. Accept the messenger as honest and honorable

3. Fear the 'Day of Decision'

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text mentions the 'Tree of Bitterness' for the sinful. Is there any 'Tree of Life' mentioned that can
heal the sinful?

2. In verse 12, the people cry out 'we are believers' when they see the punishment, but it is too late. How can
you be sure you are a 'believer' acceptable to God *before* you see the smoke?

3. The text says God chose Israel 'knowingly' (v32) but then tested them. Do you feel your relationship with God
is primarily a test of your performance?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Tree of Bitterness (Zaqqum) — The text describes a tree that is the source of torment and bitterness for
sinners. This creates a longing for a different tree. The Cross is the tree where Jesus drank the 'bitter
cup' of God's wrath so that we could eat from the Tree of Life. [Galatians 3:13, 1 Peter 2:24]

2. The Blessed Night — The text celebrates a night when God sent down a word. Christians celebrate a 'Holy
Night' when God sent down The Word (Jesus) in flesh, not just a book. [John 1:14, Luke 2:11]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Fear of Retribution [Severe] — The graphic descriptions of boiling lye and the 'big stroke' of vengeance
create a relationship with God based on terror and trauma rather than love or adoption.

2. Uncertainty of Salvation [Moderate] — The text emphasizes that God created the heavens for a 'specific
purpose' (judgment) and that the 'Day of Decision' awaits. Without an atonement, the believer is left
wondering if their righteousness will be sufficient to escape the 'Tree of Bitterness.'

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Direct Revelation to a Messenger

Verification Method: Historical analogy (fate of Pharaoh/Tubba') and future eschatological threat (The Smoke).

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology relies on the historical resurrection of Jesus and the witness of
the Holy Spirit through the written Word (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). This text relies on the threat of future
punishment and the assertion of the messenger's honesty ('I am an honest messenger to you' 44:18).

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Meccan Period (approx. 610-622 AD)

Authorship: Revealed to Muhammad (Islamic view); Muhammad (Critical view).

Textual Issues: The 'H. M.' (Ha Mim) at the beginning are 'Muqatta'at' (disjoined letters), the meaning of which
is unknown/mysterious even within Islamic scholarship.


