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OVERVIEW

Surah 54 (Al-Qamar/The Moon) opens with the eschatological sign of the moon splitting, asserting that the Hour
of Judgment is near. The text follows a cyclical narrative structure, recounting the destruction of past nations
—the people of Noah, 'Aad, Thamoud, Lot, and Pharaoh—who rejected their respective warnings and messengers. A
recurring refrain, 'How terrible was My retribution after the warnings!' underscores the severity of God's
judgment, while the counter-refrain, 'We made the Quran easy to learn. Does any of you wish to learn?' presents
the scripture as the accessible, final opportunity for mercy. The chapter concludes by contrasting the
humiliating fate of disbelievers, who will be dragged into Hell, with the honor and security awaiting the
righteous in the presence of the Omnipotent King. It emphasizes divine sovereignty, stating that all things are
created according to a precise measure and recorded in a master scripture.

KEY FIGURES

Allah (God), The Messenger (implied Muhammad), Noah, People of 'Aad, People of Thamoud, Saleh (implied messenger
to Thamoud), Lot, Pharaoh

DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. QADAR (DIVINE PREDESTINATION)

Assertion: Everything created is precisely measured and all events are predetermined.

""Everything we created is precisely measured." (Surah 54:49); "The waters met to effect a predetermined decision." (Surah
54:12)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts a meticulous determinism where water levels in the flood and the
creation of all things are 'precisely measured' (Qadar). While Evangelicalism affirms God's sovereignty
(Ephesians 1:11), Islamic predestination in this text is often viewed as fatalistic ('Everything... is written
down' v. 53) without the accompanying biblical narrative of a God who enters history to redeem. The emphasis
here is on the inevitability of the decree rather than the relational purpose of the Decree-er.

2. RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE

Assertion: God's primary interaction with rejecting nations is total annihilation as a penalty for disbelief.

""How terrible was My retribution after the warnings!" (Surah 54:16, 21, 30)"

Evangelical Comparison: The Surah presents a God who destroys nations cyclically for rejecting prophets. In
Evangelical theology, while God judges nations, the focal point of divine justice is the Cross of Christ (Romans
3:25-26), where wrath is poured out on the Son rather than immediately annihilating the sinner. This text
presents a 'warn-reject-destroy' cycle that lacks a concept of substitutionary atonement.

3. MERIT-BASED PRESERVATION

Assertion: Salvation/rescue is a reward for those who are appreciative and righteous.

""We blessed him and his family; we thus reward the appreciative." (Surah 54:35); "Surely, the righteous have deserved
gardens and rivers." (Surah 54:54)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text explicitly states that rescue (as with Lot) is a 'reward' for the
'appreciative.' Evangelical soteriology teaches that salvation is a gift of grace, not a reward for works or
attitude (Ephesians 2:8-9). In this text, the 'righteous' earn their position of honor, whereas in the Bible,
the unrighteous are justified by faith in Christ.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: Surah 54 establishes a theological framework where God is primarily the Retributor who demands
adherence to warnings. The mechanism of salvation is 'escape' through obedience and 'appreciation' (v. 35).



Evangelicalism posits that all have failed to heed warnings sufficiently (Romans 3:23) and that God, rather than
merely destroying the wicked, justified them through the vicarious death of Jesus. The gap is between a God who
saves the 'appreciative' (Quran) and a God who justifies the 'ungodly' (Bible).

Shared Values:
Belief in One God; Reality of Judgment Day; Historical reality of Noah, Lot, and Pharaoh; Existence of Heaven
and Hell; Sovereignty of God

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) — Salvation is framed as a 'reward' for the 'appreciative' (v. 35) and
'righteous' (v. 54).

2. [Critical] Christology — Jesus is absent; the 'Caller' (v. 6) announces disaster, not redemption. The
prophetic model is warning-destruction, ignoring the redemptive incarnation.

3. [Major] Sola Fide (Faith Alone) — Acceptance is contingent on heeding warnings and avoiding the specific
sins of past nations.

Semantic Warnings:

"Righteous (Muttaqun)"
In Text: Those who heed warnings, avoid shirk (idolatry), and perform good deeds, thereby deserving reward.
Evangelical: Those declared righteous (justified) through faith in Christ, apart from works (Romans 4:5).

Example: In Surah 54:54, the righteous 'deserve' gardens. In Titus 3:5, Christians are saved 'not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy.'

"Sign/Miracle"
In Text: A display of power (moon splitting) intended to compel submission or serve as a warning.
Evangelical: Miracles (signs) in John's Gospel point to the identity of Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God (John 20:30-
31).

Example: The moon splitting is a sign of impending doom; Jesus' miracles were signs of the in-breaking Kingdom of God and
restoration.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Escape from the 'terrible retribution' and entry into 'gardens and rivers' in a position of
honor.

How Attained: By heeding warnings, not rejecting signs, and being 'righteous' and 'appreciative'.

Basis of Assurance: There is no assurance of salvation in the present tense; it is a future hope based on the
record of deeds (v. 52-53).

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text asks 'Does any of you wish to learn?' implying an act of will and intellect is
the gateway, followed by obedience. Sola Fide asserts that faith itself is a gift and the sole instrument of
justification (Ephesians 2:8).

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Ignore the disbelievers (v. 6)

2. Watch and be patient (v. 27)

3. Learn the Quran (implied by the question 'Does any of you wish to learn?' v. 17, 22, 32, 40)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Accept the signs/miracles as divine truth

2. Heed the warnings of the messenger

3. Believe in the recording of all deeds

Ritual Requirements:

1. Recitation/Remembrance of the Quran (implied by 'made the Quran easy to learn')



EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text says 'Everything, small or large, is written down' (v. 53). How does knowing that every single small
mistake is recorded affect your peace with God?

2. In verse 35, it says God rewards the 'appreciative.' Do you feel you have been appreciative enough to
guarantee God's reward?

3. The Surah mentions the moon splitting as a sign. If God gives signs to help us believe, what do you think is
the greatest sign God has ever given to humanity?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Ark (Watercraft) — Just as the Ark was the only means of safety from judgment, Christ is the true Ark.
Those 'in Him' pass through the waters of judgment safely. [1 Peter 3:20-21]

2. The Written Record — The Bible also speaks of books being opened (Rev 20:12). The Gospel offers the 'Book of
Life' where our names are written by grace, and our debt is canceled (Colossians 2:14). [Colossians 2:13-14]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance Anxiety / Fear of Judgment [Severe] — The believer lives under the constant assertion that
'everything is recorded' and that God's retribution is 'terrible.' There is no concept of atonement to wipe
the record clean, only the hope that one's righteousness is sufficient.

2. Isolation [Moderate] — The command to 'Ignore them' (v. 6) and the narrative of prophets being rejected
creates an 'us vs. them' mentality, potentially isolating the believer from non-believers who are seen merely
as targets of impending destruction.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Revelation confirmed by historical patterns of destruction and signs (miracles).

Verification Method: Observation of the 'moon splitting' and historical reflection on the destruction of past
nations.

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology relies on the historical resurrection of Jesus and the internal
witness of the Holy Spirit through the written Word (1 Corinthians 15:14-17), rather than cyclical destruction
narratives or celestial phenomena alone.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Meccan Period (Early Islamic history)

Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad (via revelation from Gabriel); this translation by Rashad Khalifa (1978).

Textual Issues: Khalifa's translation is unique; he was a 'Quranist' who rejected Hadith. His translation often
uses modern phrasing ('watercraft' v. 13) and sometimes interprets texts to fit his 'Code 19' mathematical
theory, though less visible in this specific narrative chapter.


