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OVERVIEW

Surah 67, titled 'Al-Mulk' (The Kingship or Sovereignty), is a Meccan surah that focuses heavily on the majesty
and omnipotence of Allah. It opens with a declaration of God's dominion and establishes the fundamental purpose
of human existence: life and death are created specifically to test humans to see 'who would do better' in
conduct. The text employs teleological arguments, urging the reader to observe the perfection of the physical
universe—specifically the seven layers of creation and the stars—as evidence of God's power. It contrasts the
fate of those who fear their Lord in the unseen (forgiveness and reward) with the terrifying destiny of
disbelievers who reject the 'warner' (prophet). The imagery of Hell is visceral, described as a raging beast
that almost explodes with fury. The Surah concludes by emphasizing human dependence on God for safety from
natural disasters and for basic provisions like water, challenging the listener to consider who can protect them
if God decides to withhold His mercy.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. PROBATIONARY SOTERIOLOGY (SALVATION BY TESTING)

Assertion: Life is a mechanism designed to filter humans based on the quality of their works.

"The One who created death and life for the purpose of distinguishing those among you who would do better. (Surah 67:2)"

Evangelical Comparison: Surah 67:2 explicitly frames the human experience as a merit-based examination. The
Arabic concept of 'Ahsanu Amala' (do better/best in deeds) places the burden of justification squarely on the
human agent. In contrast, Evangelical theology posits that human works are 'filthy rags' (Isaiah 64:6) regarding
justification. The Bible teaches that because no one can 'do better' enough to satisfy a holy God (Romans 3:23),
Christ fulfilled the test on behalf of humanity. Islam presents a test to be passed; Christianity presents a
test that was failed, requiring a Substitute.

2. COSMOLOGICAL DEMONOLOGY

Assertion: Stars (lamps) serve a dual purpose: adornment and weapons (projectiles) to drive away devils.

"We adorned the lowest universe with lamps, and guarded its borders with projectiles against the devils (Surah 67:5)"

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts a specific function for stars (or meteors, often conflated in Quranic
cosmology) as missiles used to stone eavesdropping devils. This creates a friction point with both modern
science and Biblical theology. In the Bible, spiritual warfare is moral and authoritative (Ephesians 6), not
physical combat involving celestial matter. This doctrine reflects a specific 7th-century Arabian worldview
incorporated into the theological framework.

3. THE THEOLOGY OF WARNING

Assertion: God's primary method of engagement with the lost is sending a 'warner' to inform them of impending
doom.

"Yes indeed; a warner did come to us, but we disbelieved... (Surah 67:9)"

Evangelical Comparison: The figure of the 'Warner' (Nazir) is central to Surah 67. The condemnation of the lost
is based on their rejection of the warning. In Evangelical Christology, Jesus is not merely a warner pointing to
a path of safety; He is the rescue itself. The Quranic model leaves the hearer with information and a demand to
perform; the Biblical model provides the hearer with a substitute and a demand to trust.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes



Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the purpose of existence. Surah 67:2 defines life as a test of
performance ('who would do better'). This establishes a works-righteousness paradigm where the burden of
salvation rests on the human subject. Evangelical Christianity asserts that the purpose of life is to glorify
God, and that the 'test' of righteousness was already failed by Adam and fulfilled by Christ (Romans 5).
Therefore, the Muslim strives to pass a test to appease a Sovereign; the Christian rests in the finished work of
the Savior to commune with a Father.

Shared Values:
Sovereignty of God; Reality of Hell/Judgment; Creation as evidence of God; Human accountability

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Fide — Salvation is contingent on 'doing better' (works) and personal reverence, not faith
in a substitute.

2. [Major] Theology Proper (Nature of God) — God is presented as a distant Sovereign and Tester, lacking the
relational Fatherhood revealed in the New Testament.

3. [Minor] General Revelation — The text claims the natural world (stars) functions as anti-demon artillery,
conflicting with a biblical understanding of creation's purpose.

4. [Critical] Christology — The role of the Savior is replaced by the role of the Warner. No mediation is
offered, only information.

Semantic Warnings:

"Forgiveness"
In Text: A reward granted to those who reverence the Lord and do good (v12).
Evangelical: A gift granted to those who confess their inability to do good and trust in Christ (1 John 1:9).

Example: In Surah 67, forgiveness is the result of 'reverencing the Lord in privacy.' In Colossians 1:14, forgiveness is
the result of 'redemption through His blood.'

"Warner"
In Text: A prophet sent to inform of judgment; the primary agent of God's mercy.
Evangelical: Prophets warned, but the Son saves. A warner is insufficient for salvation.

Example: Muhammad is the 'manifest warner' (v26). Jesus is the 'Lamb of God' (John 1:29).

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Escape from the 'retribution of Gehenna' (v6) and attaining 'great recompense' (v12).

How Attained: By believing the Warner, reverencing the Lord in private, and 'doing better' in deeds.

Basis of Assurance: None offered. The text emphasizes fear and the possibility of God withholding mercy (v28).

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly opposes Sola Fide. Verse 2 establishes a meritocracy ('distinguishing those...
who would do better'), whereas Ephesians 2:8-9 establishes a grace-ocracy ('not of works, lest any man should
boast').

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Look at creation repeatedly to find flaws (v3-4)

2. Roam the earth and eat of God's provisions (v15)

3. Say: 'He is the One who initiated you...' (v23)

4. Say: 'He is the Most Gracious...' (v29)

Implicit Obligations:

1. Reverence the Lord in privacy (v12)

2. Accept the message of the warner (v9)

3. Acknowledge God's control over natural disasters (v16-17)



EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. Surah 67:2 says God created life to see who would 'do better.' How do you know when your 'better' is actually
good enough for a perfect God?

2. The text asks, 'Who is there to protect the disbelievers?' (v28). If you are honest about your own sins, do
you feel protected by your own works, or do you feel you need a Protector?

3. Verse 30 asks about water sinking away. Jesus said He gives 'living water' so we never thirst again. Have you
ever felt a spiritual thirst that your religious duties didn't satisfy?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Ultimate Thirst — The text ends with a cliffhanger about physical thirst. The Gospel answers this with
Spiritual Thirst. [John 4:13-14 - 'Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks
the water I give them will never thirst.']

2. The Failed Test — We all feel the pressure of this test. The Gospel admits the test exists but reveals we
have all failed it, pointing to the One who passed it for us. [Romans 3:23 - 'For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.']

Spiritual Weight:

1. Performance Anxiety [Severe] — The believer lives under the constant pressure of verse 2: 'Who will do
better?' There is no finish line, only a lifetime of striving without assurance of acceptance.

2. Fear of Arbitrary Power [Moderate] — God is depicted as one who might arbitrarily cause the earth to swallow
you (v16) or send a storm (v17). This cultivates a relationship based on terror rather than trust or love.

3. Isolation [Moderate] — The text emphasizes 'reverencing the Lord in privacy' (v12) and facing judgment alone.
There is no Mediator, Intercessor, or Advocate mentioned to stand with the believer.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Observation of Nature (Natural Theology) combined with Prophetic Revelation.

Verification Method: Visual inspection of the universe for 'flaws' (v3-4) serves as proof of the Author's
perfection.

Evangelical Contrast: While the Bible affirms creation reveals God's glory (Romans 1:20), it denies that
observation alone leads to saving knowledge. Biblical epistemology requires the specific revelation of Christ
(Hebrews 1:1-2), whereas this text suggests observation leads to conviction of the Creator's power, which should
lead to submission.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Meccan Period (Early Islamic history, approx 610-622 AD).

Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad as the recipient of divine revelation.

Textual Issues: Khalifa's translation uses 'universes' for 'samawat' (traditionally 'heavens'), reflecting his
'Quran Only' modernizing hermeneutic to align with science.


