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OVERVIEW

Surah 96, known as Al-Alaq (The Clot/Embryo), is traditionally recognized as the first revelation received by
Muhammad. The text opens with a direct imperative to 'Read' or 'Recite' in the name of the Lord, establishing
the foundational Islamic claim of a God who communicates via dictation. It presents a theology of God as the
Creator of biological life (from an embryo) and the source of all intellectual knowledge (teaching via the pen).
The narrative shifts to a critique of human nature, asserting that humanity transgresses boundaries specifically
when perceiving itself as self-sufficient or rich. The latter half of the Surah addresses a specific antagonist
who attempts to stop a believer from praying. The text offers a fierce defense of the faithful, threatening the
antagonist with being seized by the 'forelock' (a metaphor for the forehead/mind) by the guardians of Hell. It
concludes with a command to defy the oppressor and 'prostrate and draw nearer' to God, establishing ritual
submission as the primary means of relational proximity to the Divine.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. DIVINE PEDAGOGY

Assertion: God is the direct source of human knowledge and literacy.

"He teaches man what he never knew. [096:005]"

Evangelical Comparison: The text asserts that God 'teaches by means of the pen,' emphasizing the written record
of revelation. While Evangelicalism affirms God as the source of wisdom (James 1:5), this doctrine is used here
to validate the Quranic revelation as new, necessary knowledge that man 'never knew.' This contrasts with the
Evangelical view that the faith was 'once for all delivered to the saints' (Jude 1:3) and that the canon of
Scripture is sufficient without post-biblical additions.

2. ANTHROPOLOGY OF REBELLION

Assertion: Human rebellion is rooted in the perception of self-sufficiency and wealth.

"Indeed, the human transgresses. When he becomes rich. [096:006-007]"

Evangelical Comparison: The text diagnoses the root of transgression as the moment man 'becomes rich' or sees
himself as self-sufficient. This resonates with Jesus' warnings about the wealthy (Matthew 19:23-24). However,
Evangelical theology posits that man is sinful by nature (Original Sin, Romans 5:12), regardless of economic
status. Here, the transgression seems triggered by external success rather than internal depravity, suggesting a
slightly different anthropology.

3. SOTERIOLOGY OF PROSTRATION

Assertion: Spiritual proximity to God is achieved through the physical act of prostration and obedience.

"You shall fall prostrate and draw nearer. [096:019]"

Evangelical Comparison: The climax of the Surah offers the solution to the conflict: 'prostrate and draw
nearer.' This implies that the mechanism for closing the gap between the sinner and the Holy God is a ritual act
of submission. In Evangelical theology, 'drawing near' is only possible through the blood of Jesus (Hebrews
10:19-22). The text offers no mediator and no sacrifice; the individual's action is the bridge to the Divine.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes



Theological Gap: The fundamental gap lies in the mechanism of reconciliation. Surah 96 presents a God who
instructs and judges, and a humanity that either submits or rebels. The remedy for the distance between God and
man is 'prostration' (Verse 19). Evangelicalism posits that the gap is infinite due to sin and can only be
bridged by the Incarnation and Atonement of Christ (1 Timothy 2:5). This text assumes man has the inherent
capacity to 'draw near' through his own volition and action, denying the necessity of a Savior.

Shared Values:
Monotheism (God as Creator); Condemnation of arrogance; Reality of Divine Judgment/Hell; Importance of Prayer

Friction Points:
1. [Critical] Sola Scriptura — Introduces a new, post-biblical source of divine authority.

2. [Critical] Sola Fide — Salvation/Drawing near is contingent on the work of prostration and obedience.

3. [Critical] Christology — Total absence of Christ; God deals directly with man without a Mediator.

Semantic Warnings:

"Guidance"
In Text: Following the specific dictates of this new revelation and maintaining prayer.
Evangelical: The leading of the Holy Spirit into truth concerning Jesus Christ (John 16:13).

Example: In Surah 96:11, 'following the guidance' means adhering to Islamic prayer rituals; in Christianity, it implies
walking in the Spirit.

"Believer/Righteous"
In Text: One who prays and submits to the specific Lord of this revelation.
Evangelical: One justified by faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:26).

Example: The text contrasts the 'one who enjoins' (oppressor) with the one advocating righteousness, defining
righteousness as Islamic practice.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Escaping the 'Guardians of Hell' and achieving proximity to the Lord.

How Attained: By rejecting the oppressor, reading/reciting revelation, and performing prostration.

Basis of Assurance: Compliance with the command to 'Read' and 'Prostrate.'

Comparison to Sola Fide: The text commands 'prostrate and draw nearer,' making proximity a result of works.
Romans 5:1-2 states we have access by faith into this grace.

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:

1. Read in the name of your Lord [096:001]

2. Do not obey the prohibitor of prayer [096:019]

3. Fall prostrate [096:019]

4. Draw nearer [096:019]

Implicit Obligations:

1. Acknowledge God as Creator of biology

2. Recognize wealth as a spiritual danger

3. Persist in prayer despite opposition

Ritual Requirements:

1. Prayer (Salat) is implied as the contested activity

2. Prostration (Sujud)



EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. The text says God teaches man what he never knew. What is the most important thing God has taught you about
how to forgive sin?

2. Verse 19 says to 'prostrate and draw nearer.' Do you feel that your prostration bridges the gap between you
and a Holy God, or is there still a distance?

3. The text warns about the 'forelock' (mind/head) being sinful. How do you cleanse a sinful mind?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Forelock (Sinful Mind) — The text identifies the mind/will as the seat of sin. The Gospel offers the
'mind of Christ' and the renewal of the mind, not just punishment of it. [Romans 12:2, 1 Corinthians 2:16]

2. Drawing Near — The human desire is to be close to God. The text commands it but provides no mediator. Jesus
is the Way to draw near. [Hebrews 7:19, Hebrews 10:22]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Fear of Judgment [Severe] — The graphic imagery of being seized by the forelock and the 'Guardians of Hell'
creates a relationship based on terror and threat rather than familial love.

2. Performance Pressure [Moderate] — The command to 'draw nearer' through prostration places the burden of
bridging the cosmic gap on the believer's physical obedience.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Direct Revelation (Dictation)

Verification Method: Submission to the command to read; recognition of biological origins.

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology relies on the consistency of Scripture and the testimony of the
Spirit regarding the Son (1 John 5:9-12). This text relies on the self-authenticating command of the 'Lord' to a
recipient, bypassing the test of consistency with prior biblical revelation.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Circa 610 AD (Traditional date of first revelation)

Authorship: Attributed to Muhammad (via Angel Gabriel)

Textual Issues: The first 5 verses are universally accepted by Islamic scholars as the first revelation; verses
6-19 are considered a later addition addressing a specific conflict with Abu Jahl.


