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OVERVIEW

This excerpt, known as 3 Nephi, represents the theological climax of the Book of Mormon. It begins with the
fulfillment of prophecies regarding Christ's birth (a night without darkness) and proceeds to the catastrophic
destruction of Nephite cities via tempests, fires, and earthquakes coinciding with Christ's crucifixion in
Jerusalem. Following this destruction, the resurrected Jesus Christ descends from heaven to the surviving 'more
righteous' people at the temple in Bountiful. The narrative describes Jesus inviting the multitude to physically
feel the prints of the nails in his hands and feet, thereby establishing his identity as the God of Israel. He
then institutes a new ecclesiastical order, calling twelve disciples, giving them authority to baptize, and
delivering a sermon that closely parallels the biblical Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) but with significant
modifications. The text emphasizes the cessation of the Law of Moses, the institution of the sacrament
(communion), and prophecies regarding the future gathering of Israel and the role of the Gentiles. It concludes
with the establishment of a utopian society and the translation of three disciples who are granted to never
taste death.
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DOCTRINES ANALYZED

1. THE 'OTHER SHEEP' CHRISTOLOGY

Assertion: Jesus claims the Nephites are the 'other sheep' mentioned in John 10:16, implying a global, physical
ministry of the resurrected Christ beyond Judea.

"Ye are they of which I said, other sheep I have, which are not of this fold... And they understood me not, for they
supposed it had been the Gentiles."

Evangelical Comparison: In John 10:16, Jesus speaks of 'other sheep.' Standard evangelical exegesis, supported
by the context of the inclusion of Gentiles in Acts (e.g., Cornelius in Acts 10), interprets this as the
spiritual ingathering of non-Jews into the body of Christ. 3 Nephi literalizes this metaphor into a specific
ethnic remnant (descendants of Joseph) 1living in the Americas, necessitating a physical post-resurrection
visitation. This fundamentally alters Christology by suggesting the Great Commission was not the primary means
of reaching the 'ends of the earth' for these groups, but rather direct visitation was required.

2. NECESSITY OF PRIESTHOOD AUTHORITY FOR BAPTISM

Assertion: Despite Nephi already baptizing, Jesus commands a new baptism and explicitly gives authority to the
Twelve to perform it, implying previous baptisms were insufficient or zrequired renewal under the new
dispensation.

"I give unto you power that ye shall baptize this people... On this wise shall ye baptize; and there shall be no
disputations among you."

Evangelical Comparison: The text emphasizes that baptism must be performed by those given specific 'power'
(authority) by Jesus physically. In the narrative, even those who were previously righteous and baptizing are
commanded to be baptized again. This contradicts the evangelical concept of the Universal Priesthood (1 Peter
2:9), where the authority to baptize is derived from the Great Commission given to the church as a whole, rather
than a restricted sacerdotal class.

3. THE GOSPEL AS CODE OF CONDUCT

Assertion: Jesus defines 'His Gospel' in 3 Nephi 27 (Chapter 12) as a combination of his atonement AND the
requirements of repentance, baptism, and enduring to the end.

"This is the gospel which I have given unto you... whoso repenteth and is baptized in my name, shall be filled; and if he
endureth to the end, behold, him will I hold guiltless."



Evangelical Comparison: In 3 Nephi, the definition of 'The Gospel' is expanded to include the believer's
response (repentance, baptism, endurance). In Evangelical theology, the Gospel is the objective news of what
Christ has done (justification). By including 'enduring to the end' in the definition of the Gospel itself, the
text shifts the focus from a finished work to a provisional state dependent on human performance.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Divergence Status: Yes

Theological Gap: While 3 Nephi presents a Christ who suffers for sins, the application of that atonement is
fundamentally different from Evangelicalism. In 3 Nephi, the 'Gospel' is a system of laws and ordinances
(baptism, sacrament, endurance) that must be performed to access salvation. The text explicitly states that the
twelve Nephite disciples will judge the people based on their works. This creates a 'merit-based' framework that
stands in contrast to the 'grace-based' framework of Ephesians 2:8-9. Furthermore, the text undermines Sola
Scriptura by claiming the Bible is insufficient to gather Israel.

Shared Values:

Jesus is the Son of God; Necessity of prayer; Ethical teachings (Sermon on the Mount parallels); Condemnation of
hypocrisy

Friction Points:

1. [Critical] Sola Scriptura — Asserts that the Bible is incomplete and that Jesus provided necessary,
unrecorded teachings to the Americas.

2. [Major] Universal Priesthood — Re-establishes a hierarchical priesthood with exclusive rights to baptize and
distribute the Holy Ghost.

3. [Critical] Sola Fide — Conditions salvation on baptism and 'enduring to the end' in works, rather than faith
alone.

Semantic Warnings:

"Gospel"

In Text: The combination of Christ's mission AND the believer's repentance, baptism, and endurance to the end (3 Nephi
27) .

Evangelical: The good news of Christ's death, burial, and resurrection for sinners (1 Cor 15:1-4).

Example: In 3 Nephi, failing to be baptized means one has rejected the 'Gospel.'

"Fulfilled"
In Text: The Law of Moses is fulfilled, but new, stricter commandments are immediately instituted.
Evangelical: Christ fulfilled the law, ending the era of types and shadows, ushering in the era of Grace (Romans 10:4).

Example: 3 Nephi replaces the Law of Moses with a new set of 'commandments' that must be kept to enter the kingdom.

SOTERIOLOGY

Salvation Defined: Entering the Kingdom of God, being 'held guiltless' at the judgment day.

How Attained: Through faith, repentance, baptism by authority, receiving the Holy Ghost, and enduring to the
end.

Basis of Assurance: There is little assurance offered; the focus is on the warning that 'if he endureth not unto
the end, the same is he that is also hewn down.'

Comparison to Sola Fide: Directly contradicts Sola Fide by making baptism a strict necessity for salvation
('whoso believeth not in me, and is not baptized, shall be damned').

MANDATES & REQUIREMENTS

Explicit Commands:
1. Repent and be baptized
2. Cease all disputations

3. Pray always in families



4. Partake of the sacrament (bread and wine)

5. Search the words of Isaiah

6. Be perfect even as Jesus and the Father are perfect

Implicit Obligations:

1. Submit to the authority of the twelve chosen disciples

2. Accept the Book of Mormon record as a condition for receiving 'greater things'
3. Build up the New Jerusalem in the Americas

Ritual Requirements:

1. Baptism by immersion by one having authority

2. Sacrament (Communion) to be taken often

3. Laying on of hands for the Holy Ghost (implied by 'gave them power to give the Holy Ghost')

EVANGELISM TOOLKIT

Discovery Questions:

1. In 3 Nephi 12:48, Jesus says 'Be ye therefore perfect, even as I, or your Father who is in heaven is
perfect.' How does this command make you feel about your daily walk with God?

2. Why do you think Jesus required the righteous people, who were already baptized, to be baptized again when He
visited them?

3. If the Bible is God's word, why does 3 Nephi quote the King James Version so precisely, including parts that
scholars believe were added by later scribes?

Redemptive Analogies:

1. The Touch of the Master — This demonstrates the human longing for a tangible, personal assurance of God's
love and sacrifice. [1 John 1:1 ('...which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of
life').]

2. The Silence after Destruction — The silence of the grave was broken by the resurrection; our spiritual chaos
is silenced by His voice. [Psalm 46:10 ('Be still, and know that I am God').]

Spiritual Weight:

1. Uncertainty [Moderate] — The text implies that the Bible is insufficient, leaving the believer constantly
looking for 'more' records or revelations to feel secure in God's will.

2. Dependency on Hierarchy [Severe] — By invalidating previous baptisms and requiring specific authority, the
text creates a total dependency on the priesthood structure for access to God's grace.

3. Perfectionism [Severe] — The command to be perfect 'even as I am' (Jesus) places an infinite burden on the
believer, as opposed to the biblical imputed righteousness of Christ.

EPISTEMOLOGY

Knowledge Source: Empirical experience (touching the wounds) combined with authoritative revelation.

Verification Method: Adherents are told to 'search these things' (Isaiah/Prophets) and rely on the witness of
the Holy Ghost which follows baptism.

Evangelical Contrast: Biblical epistemology relies on the illuminated Word of God (Scripture) as the final test
for truth (Acts 17:11). 3 Nephi posits that the Bible is incomplete and that this new record is required to
"fulfil' the covenant.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

Dating: Published 1830; Narrative setting 1 AD - 34 AD.
Authorship: Joseph Smith (claimed translator); Traditional: Mormon (abridger) / Nephi (author).

Textual Issues: The 'Sermon at the Temple' contains phrases from the KJV that scholars argue are later additions

to the Greek text (e.g., the doxology in the Lord's Prayer 'For thine is the kingdom...' which is present in 3



Nephi but absent in the earliest biblical manuscripts).



